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Satisfaction  guaranteed.  All  pieces  damage  free  unless  stated.  Split  grades  with  difference  on  obverse 
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HALF  DOLLARS 

1 839     No  Drapery,  WB-101 ,  VF-20   $219 

1839  ND,  AU-50,  dark  toning,  retoned  .  995 

1840  AU-50,  slightly  recut  8   175 

1841  AU-50  +  ,  WB-101,  luster    275 

1842  MS-60,  WB-104,  original  color  ...  325 

1843  XF-48,  WB-104,  reverse  heavily 
cracked  with  rim  cuds   159 

1845-  0  O/horizontal  O,  WB-103,  XF-45,  no 

drapery  and  recut  1   195 

1846     Tall  Date,  spiked  4,  WB-1 08,  AU-50  185 

1 846-  0  Recut  846,  WB-1 05,  MS-61 ,  light 

album  toning   825 

1846-0  Tall  Date,  WB-1 06,  VG-8+   179 

1846-0  Tall  Date,  VG-10,  heavy  reverse 

die  crack  beak  to  wing    275 

1 846-  0  Tall  Date,  XF45/XF40,  cleaned 

&  retoned   575 

1 847-  0  Doubled  Date,  WB-1 03,  XF-40  ...  1 59 

1849  Doubled  Date,  WB-103,  AU-53  .. .  290 

1850  Recut  0,  WB-102,  PCGS  AU-55, 
hidden  scratch  from  0  to  rock   895 

1851  Recut  18,  WB-102,  PCGS  AU-55..  1295 
1 853     Doubled  die  reverse,  XF45/40 ....  475 

1855  1855/854,  WB-102,  F-12,  early  state  75 
1855-0  AU-50   179 

1855-  S   No  Drapery,  AU-50+,  prooflike...  5500 

1856  Spiked  1,  WB-103,  XF-45    105 

1856     Recut  1,  WB-102,  VG10/F1 2,  damage  129 

1856-  S   No  drapery,  G-/G4   150 

1 856-  S   Repunched  6,  AU-50+ ,  two 

small  edge  bumps   675 

1857-  S   Medium  S,  WB-103,  XF45/AU50,  mis- 

punched  1 ,  slightly  damaged  area  375 

1 858  Misplaced  85  in  denticles,  XF-42. 

WB-1 09   375 

1859  Type  2  rev,  WB-102,  NGCMS-63  .  775 
1 859-0  Misplaced  9  in  denticles, 

WB-102,  MS-62    525 

1859-  0  Misplaced  9  in  rock,  WB-103,  AU-55  260 

1860  Type  2  reverse,  WB-102,  AU-50  . .  190 

1860-  O  Type  1  reverse,  WB-101,  AU-58  . .  225 

1861  AU-59,  golden  luster   239 

1862  MS-60,  semi-prooflike  surfaces  . .  395 
1862      J-293,  PCGS  PR-62,  white   2295 

1864  PCI  AU-50   179 

1865  AU-53   185 

1865-S   Small  thin  broken  s,  WB-101,  AU-55  189 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1 866     Misplaced  6  in  denticles, 

WB-102,  MS-61    $675 

1867-S   Repunched  1  and  mintmark,  XF-45  249 

1868      XF-45    189 

1868  1  recut  south,  unlisted,  AU-53  ...  295 

1869  Recut  1,  WB-102,  MS-61   395 

1871      Misplaced  1  in  rock,  WB-102,  AU-55  295 

1872-  S   Medium  small  S,  WB-102,  AU-53 

small  scratch  in  gown   210 

1873     No  Arrows,  tripled  3,  WB-104,  AU-53  185 

1 873      NA,  73  in  denticles,  XF-45    229 

1 873  Quad  stripes,  WB-1 09,  XF-40  ....  275 
1 873      Quad  stripes,  WB-1 09,  XF40/45, 

second  marriage   375 

1 873  Large  arrows,  misplaced  3,  XF-40  1 90 

1873-  CC  WA,  Large  CC,  WB-1 03, 

XF-45 +,  cleaned   1150 

1 874  Large  over  small  arrows,  XF-42, 
WB-103,  a  few  rim  ticks   319 

1874  Small  arrows,  WB-101,  PR-55, 

a  few  light  ticks  in  obverse  field  ..  325 

1874-  S  Small  wide  S,  WB-1 01,  AU50/55. .  490 
1874-S   Small  wide  S,  WB-101,  ANACS 

MS-60,  a  few  hidden  scratches ...  1 1 50 
1874-S    Minutes,  WB-103,  XF-40, 

lightly  brushed   350 

1874-  CC  Railroad  track  reverse, 

WB-102.AG-3+   325 

1875  AU-58,  semi  prooflike    229 

1875-  S   Medium  small  S,  WB-103,  AU-50, 

light  hairlines  in  obverse  fields  ...  245 

1875-S   Small  wide  s,  WB-104,  AU-50  ... .  189 

1876  Center  dot  obverse,  XF-40    149 

1877  Type  1  reverse,  recut  77, 
PCGSPR-65   4900 

1 877     Type  1  transitional  rev,  G4/G5,  WB- 
102,  light  scratches  in  obv  field  ..  625 

1 877-S   Tripled  S,  WB-1 03,  AU-50    295 

1 877-S  Very  small  s,  Type  2  rev, 

WB-104,  MS-60    269 

1 877-  S  Very  small  s,  Type  2  rev, 

WB-1 04,  MS-62    475 

1 878-  CC  F1 5/VF20,  weak  BER   525 

1878-CC  XF-40+,  a  little  baggy   1375 

1880     Type  2  reverse,  WB-102,  PR-59  . .  325 

1889      MS-63,  prooflike   675 

1891      AU-59,  semi  prooflike    265 
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Star  Alignment  on  Liberty  Seated  Coinage 


by 

Tom  DeLorey 

Several  years  ago  while  reviewing  galley  proofs  for  the  second  edition  of  the 
"Coin  World  Comprehensive  Catalog  &  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Coins",  I 
spotted  an  error  in  a  composite  photograph  that  the  art  department  had  made  to 
illustrate  a  No  Motto  Seated  quarter.  The  composite  picture  paired  the  obverse  of 
a  Liberty  Seated  dollar  of  that  era  with  the  reverse  of  a  No  Motto  quarter,  with  both 
pictures  being  the  correct  size  for  a  quarter.  Such  composition  shortcuts  are  very 
common  in  numismatic  publishing,  where  the  pictures  needed  from  photo  morgues 
are  often  missing  or  mislabelled. 

I  marked  the  obverse  picture  for  replacement,  and  this  was  quickly  done.  The 
next  time  that  I  spoke  with  the  Coordinating  Editor  on  the  book  project  he  asked  me 
how  I  could  tell  that  the  obverse  was  a  picture  of  a  dollar  rather  than  that  of  a  quarter. 
He  knew  that  these  two  Seated  denominations  had  nearly  identical  designs  that 
were  very  difficult  to  distinguish.  I  told  him  that  I  did  not  know  how  I  could  tell  them 
apart,  but  that  I  just  could.  I  suspect  that  any  specialist  in  the  field  could  do  this  as 
well  without  quite  knowing  how  he  did  it. 

Then  last  fall  I  noticed  that  there  was  a  clear  design  difference  on  the  obverse 
between  the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  and  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar,  one  that  has  been 
overlooked  in  the  numismatic  literature  for  decades.  The  difference  is  in  the 
alignment  of  the  stars  on  the  obverse.  On  the  Seated  quarter,  the  1 3  stars  around 
the  border  are  aligned  so  that  they  point  toward  each  other,  and  show  a  notch 
toward  the  adjacent  denticles.  On  the  Seated  dollar,  the  stars  aim  one  point  directly 
at  the  denticles,  and  show  a  notch  toward  each  neighboring  star. 


Seated  Quarter  Obverse  Seated  Dollar  Obverse 

Stars  Point  Toward  Each  Other  Stars  Point  Toward  Denticles 
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I  agree  that  this  star  alignment  is  a  relatively  minor  design  feature,  especially 
since  this  alignment  is  consistent  with  each  denomination  so  that  no  varieties  are 
created.  It  can  be  shown  that  all  Seated  half  dimes  and  dimes  with  stars  through 
1 860  and  all  Seated  quarters  through  1 891  have  the  stars  aligned  so  that  they  point 
toward  each  other.  All  twenty  cent  pieces,  all  half  dollars  from  1 839  through  1 891 
and  all  Standard  dollars  from  1 840  through  1 873  have  the  stars  aligned  so  that  they 
point  toward  the  denticles.  The  exceptions  to  this  star  alignment  by  denomination 
are  Christian  Gobrecht's  Seated  half  dollar  patterns  of  1838  and  the  Gobrecht 
dollars  of  1838  and  1839.  On  these  coins  the  13  stars  point  toward  each  other.  I 
believe  that  this  star  alignment  was  Gobrecht's  personal  choice  for  coinage  dies, 
even  though  this  star  alignment  is  virtually  unknown  outside  the  Seated  series 
except  for  a  few  patterns  of  the  1 870s. 

The  Liberty  Seated  half  dime  and  dime  designs  were  introduced  in  1 837  with  the 
same  No  Stars  format  as  the  1 836  Gobrecht  dollars.  When  Gobrecht  was  ordered 
to  restore  the  traditional  1 3  stars  to  the  obverse  design  of  these  denominations  in 
1 838,  he  did  so  by  punching  the  stars  into  each  working  die  with  the  stars  pointing 
toward  each  other.  When  the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  was  introduced  later  that  year, 
the  stars  were  aligned  the  same  way. 

The  Gobrecht  pattern  Liberty  Seated  halves  and  dollars  of  1838  likewise  show 
the  stars  aligned  toward  each  other,  while  the  Kneass  designed  tiara  pattern  halves 
of  1 838  show  the  stars  aligned  in  the  traditional  style  pointing  toward  the  denticles. 
These  tiara  pattern  halves  are  thought  by  some  to  have  been  physically  engraved 
by  Second  Engraver  Gobrecht  while  under  the  direction  of  the  incapacitated  Chief 
Engraver  William  Kneass.  This  raises  the  unanswerable  question  as  to  whether 


Seated  Half  Dime  Obverse  Seated  Dime  Obverse 

Stars  Point  Toward  Each  Other         Stars  Point  Toward  Each  Other 


Gobrecht  deliberately  chose  the  new  star  alignment  to  distinguish  his  work  from  that 
of  his  nominal  superior.  It  is  believed  that  Assistant  Engraver  John  Reich  (1807- 
1817)  did  a  similar  thing  by  marking  the  dies  that  he  physically  engraved  with  a 
notched  star  punch  in  the  1 3th  star  position.  Unfortunately,  the  reason  for  the  new 
star  alignment  was  lost  with  Gobrecht's  passing. 


1839  Gobrecht  Dollar  -  Stars  Point  Toward  Each  Other 


The  pattern  dollars  of  1 839  continued  to  have  the  stars  aligned  toward  each  other 
but  Gobrecht  switched  the  star  alignment  to  the  traditional  style  with  the  stars 
pointing  toward  the  denticles  for  his  Liberty  Seated  and  Coronet  Head  Right  pattern 
halves  of  1839.  This  became  significant  when  this  Seated  design,  still  without 
drapery  at  the  elbow,  was  pressed  into  service  for  regular  issue  halves  in  that  year. 
The  Coronet  Head  design,  turned  left,  was  adopted  for  the  gold  half  eagle  later  that 
year.  This  design  was  used  continuously  for  half  eagles  until  1908. 

Gobrecht's  relatively  delicate  seated  figure  was  drastically  remodelled  by  Robert 
Ball  Hughes  in  1840  into  what  is  known  as  the  With  Drapery  design.  The  stars  on 
the  dollar  were  rotated  and  embedded  into  the  master  hub  aligned  toward  the 
denticles,  and  they  continued  in  this  alignment  through  1 873.  However,  when  hubs 
designed  by  Hughes  were  made  for  the  half  dime,  dime  and  quarter  later  that  year, 
the  alignment  with  the  stars  pointing  toward  each  other  used  on  the  No  Drapery 
coins  from  1 838  to  1 840  was  inexplicably  retained. 

Curiously,  the  half  dollar  design  was  never  affected  by  the  Hughes  remodelling. 
The  half  dollar  was  the  most  important  denomination  in  the  American  monetary 
system  at  the  time.  To  speed  production  of  this  denomination,  Gobrecht  prepared 
a  complete  obverse  hub  in  1839  that  included  the  stars,  aligned  toward  the 
denticles,  so  that  they  would  not  need  to  be  hand  punched  into  every  working  die. 
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At  this  time  he  also  added  a  very  small  flap  of  drapery  below  Liberty's  elbow  to  the 
design.  Rather  than  disrupt  production  of  this  important  denomination,  Treasury 
officials  may  have  decided  to  retain  the  Gobrecht  design  for  the  half  dollar  at  a  time 
when  the  designs  for  the  other  Seated  denominations  were  being  reworked. 


The  obverse  of  the  twenty  cent  piece  of  1 875  to  1 878  was  modelled  after  that  of 
the  Seated  dollar,  with  the  stars  aligned  toward  the  denticles.  However  I  doubt 
whether  William  Barber  gave  much  thought  to  the  alignment  that  he  was  using. 
Barber's  own  Sailor  Head  pattern  half  eagle  of  1 875  shows  the  stars  aligned  toward 
each  other,  although  a  few  of  the  hand  punched  stars  are  ambiguously  placed.  A 
corresponding  $10  pattern  shows  the  stars  aligned  toward  the  denticles.  George 
T.  Morgan  used  both  alignments  on  his  many  half  dollar  patterns  of  1877. 
Interestingly  enough,  the  stars  alternate  alignment  on  the  dies  of  the  $10  Indian 
coins  from  1907  to  1933. 

The  Liberty  Seated  pattern  cent  of  1854  has  the  stars  aligned  toward  the 
denticles,  proof  that  this  die  was  reduced  via  pantograph  machine  from  a  silver 
dollar  die.  I  never  could  figure  out  why  a  quarter  dollar  die  wasn't  used  for  this  piece, 
although  I  suspect  that  the  coin  was  made  to  test  the  pantograph  machine  rather 
than  the  design. 

The  last  coin  of  note  in  our  star  alignment  query  is  also  our  first  silver  coin,  the 
silver  dollar  of  1 794.  On  the  one  obverse  die  made  for  this  year,  the  stars  on  the  left 
side  of  the  head  point  toward  the  denticles,  while  the  stars  on  the  right  side  of  the 
head  point  toward  each  other.  This  may  have  been  a  test  to  see  which  alignment 
struck  up  better,  or  it  may  simply  have  been  absent  mindedness  on  the  part  of 
Robert  Scot.  Although  the  stars  on  the  left  side  of  the  1 794  dollar  are  notorious  for 
being  poorly  struck,  that  was  the  result  of  uneven  dies  rather  than  star  alignment. 
Regardless,  dies  with  the  stars  aligned  toward  the  denticles  became  the  normal 
alignment  pattern  through  1916. 


Stars  Point  Toward  Denticles 


Seated  Half  Dollar  Obverse 


Small  Flap  of  Drapery 
Below  Elbow 
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HALF  DIMES 

1841       Choice  AU,  lovely  original  AU-55   $95 

1860      MS-61 ,  Repunched  0/0  variety,  early  die  state,  natural  toning    215 

DIMES 

1838      AU-50,  Large  Stars,  nice  toned  original   $150 

1839-0    MS-61,  original,  obverse  rim  cud  from  cap  to  foot   635 

1841       MS-61,  original,  1841/184,  early  die  state   395 

1851       NGC  AU-55,  misplaced  digit  with  top  of  1  in  shield   165 

1 853      Good,  large  reverse  cud  at  3  o'clock   1 25 

1853      F+,  reverse  shattered  along  wreath    29 

1853      VF-20,  original,  heavily  cracked  reverse   22 

1853      AU-50,  1853/1853,  repunched  date   125 

1853-  0    VG-8,  GR-101,  heavy  die  break  from  star  1  to  gown    24 

1854-  0    AU-50,  mostly  white   135 

1856  MS-60,  Small  Date,  GR-101,  doubled  die  obverse,  early  die  state  . .  375 

1859-0    XF-40,  nice  original   70 

1864-S    VF-20   75 

1867-S    XF-40,  toned   225 

1869-  S    XF-40,  heavy  original  toning   67 

1870-  S    XF-40,  nice  original   585 

1871  MS-60,  white  uncirculated,  A-1    285 

1872  AU-50,  light  original  toning   65 

1875  MS-60,  nice  original,  white   115 

1875-  CC  AU-50,  reverse  clashed  showing  two  heavy  bars,  interesting   135 

1 876  MS-60,  old  ANACS  papers,  original  gold  toning   110 

1876-  CC  MS-61,  doubled  die  reverse,  a  nice  white  coin   275 

1876-CC  MS-61,  doubled  die  reverse,  1/1,  a  nice  white  coin   275 

1876-CC  XF,  nice  original   29 

1876-S    NGC  MS-62,  unlisted  misplaced  digit,  extra  digit  in  gown   365 

1876-S    VF-35,  lightly  cleaned,  clashed  and  cracked  reverse   35 

1877  MS-60,  extra  18  in  denticles,  lightly  dipped  long  ago    395 

1877      AU-55, 1877/7  repunched  date,  prooflike  with  a  few  spots   115 

1878-CC  MS-60,  white  uncirculated,  Type  1  reverse,  doubled  die  reverse  ...  645 

1881       F/VF,  rare  date  love  token    125 

1885  MS-60,  nice  original,  white   105 

1886  MS-60,  lightly  dipped,  retoned   65 

1887  MS-60+,  nice  original,  white    110 

1888  MS-60,  original,  two  digits  in  gown,  unlisted   225 

1890      XF,  digits  in  gown   65 

1891-0    G+,  nice  original,  reverse  cud  at  8  o'clock   29 

QUARTERS 

1841-0  MS-60,  doubled  die  obverse,  New  Orleans  hoard  coin,  some  porosity  $395 

1856-S    VF+,  Large  S/  Small  s,  obverse  is  choice  VF   495 

Terms:  14  day  return  privilege.  Please  add  $3.00  on  all  orders  for  postage  and  handling. 

Chris  Pilliod  •  LSCC  #981 

P.O.  Box  12722  •  Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana  46864  •  Telephone  (219)  744-2255 

v  .  J 
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HALF  DIMES 

1854  VF-30+,nice    $20 

1855  VF+,  nice  toning   18 

1856  XF+,  good  luster   45 

1857  XF,  reverse  die  chip   40 

DIMES 

1838-  0  VG,  0/0,  nice  for  grade   $40 

1838  VF+,  GR-101,  doubled  die  reverse  40 

1838  XF,  GR-103,  very  nice   70 

1839  XF,  GR-1 02,  scarce   70 

1839-  0  VG+/F,GR-102,  rim  ding   18 

1839-  0  XF-45,  GR-103,  obverse  rim  cuds  160 

1840-  O  AU,  Medium  O,  dipped,  hairlines  225 

1840-  O  VF+,  Small  o,  GR-101   45 

1841  184/1841,  VF-30+,  GR-101  ....  40 

1841-  0  XF+,  Medium  O.A-2,  nice  ....  135 

1841-0  XF.A-5   80 

1841-0  VF/XF   40 

1 842  AU,  A-3,  cud,  very  scarce   1 75 

1843  3/3,  AU-58+/MS63.A-5,  rare  ..  300 
1843  1843/1843,  MS-60+  +  ,  original  .  385 

1849  XF,  A-4,  some  luster    50 

1849-0  XF-45,  Large  0,  A- 1,  original...  350 

1849-  0  VF,  Small  o,  GR-1 02,  nice   75 

1850  XF.A-1,  blue  &  gray   35 

1850-  0  VG-10+,  Small  o,  GR-101   22 

1852-0  XF,  A-2,  pretty  toning   200 

1854  XF-45,  unlisted  die  cracks,  nice  48 

1854  XF-40+,  heavy  date   30 

1854-0  VF,  nice  color   19 

1 855  F1 5/VF,  GR-1 01 ,  doubled  die  obverse  25 

1 856  VF,  Small  Date,  blue  &  purple . .  16 
1 856  XF-45 +,  Small  Date,  doubled 

die  obverse   95 


DIMES 

1856-  0  56/56,  VF+,  Large  0,  GR-1 02..  $25 

1857-  0  XF+,  Medium  0,  lustrous   75 

1 858  XF+ ,  obverse  die  chips   40 

1858-  0  XF,  underrated,  nice   125 

1859  XF-45+/AU+,  very  lustrous  ...  120 

1859-  0  F/VG,  Large  0,  light  gray    14 

1860  MS-60++,  needle  sharp   240 

1861  AU+,  Type  I  obv,  tiny  reverse  scratch  35 

1861  XF-45,  A-3,  hint  of  luster   45 

1862  VF+,  slight  bend   8 

1867  AU-58+,  A-2,  beautiful, 

ex-Byron  Reed   1900 

1868  F+/VG,  very  nice   20 

1869-  S  VG,  A-1 ,  dark   14 

1870-  S  AU,  lightly  whizzed,  sharp   365 

1872      XF   30 

1872  Fine,  2  in  base   12 

1873  1873/1873,  NA.  VF,  GR-101  ...  40 

1 873-  S   XF-45 + ,  Block  s,  sharp   275 

1 874-  S  VG/G,  Small  Thin  s,  scarce  ....  20 

1875  Fine,  1  in  denticles,  rare   65 

1876  AU-58,  Type  1  reverse,  A-3  ... .  90 

1876-S    XF+,  Type  1  reverse   38 

1885-S   G/AG,  nice,  rare   350 

1886      86/86,  GR-101,  XF   27 

1887-S   MS-63+,  sharp  strike   280 

1887-S   AU   55 

1887-S   XF+    23 

1891  1891/1891, AU-59, GR-103  ....  215 

1891-0  XF   24 

1891-S   Medium  S/Medium  S,  XF    195 


QUARTERS 

1855     AU,  light  cleaning,  lustrous . 


$135 


TERMS:  10  day  return  privilege.  Personal  checks  must  clear.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Please 
add  $2.00  for  postage  and  handling  on  all  orders.  Many  other  dimes  and  varieties  available. 
Want  lists  solicited. 


Terry  Searcy  •  LSCC  #766 

Rt.  2,  Box  10  •  Brimley,  Michigan  49715 
Telephone  (906)  248-3361 
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Major  Causes  of  Dull  or  Rough  Surfaces  on 
Uncirculated  Carson  City  Coinage 

by 

Weimar  W.  White 

Some  Liberty  Seated  Carson  City  coins  that  are  graded  uncirculated  show  dull 
or  rough  surfaces  but  no  apparent  wear  from  circulation.  This  article  makes  an  effort 
to  explain  the  causes  of  these  detracting  surface  features. 

If  a  coin  has  dull  surfaces  devoid  of  the  cartwheel  effect,  there  is  the  ever  present 
temptation  to  allow  the  coin  to  tone  with  the  intent  of  making  the  surfaces  appear 
better  than  they  actually  are.  However,  if  a  coin  has  rough  surfaces  but  unbroken 
mint  luster,  the  coin  was  most  likely  struck  from  dies  that  had  seen  extensive  service 
and  were  well  worn. 

It  is  sometimes  confusing  for  the  collector  to  understand  exactly  what  has  caused 
the  surfaces  of  a  mint  state  coin  to  be  dull  or  rough.  Needless  to  say,  detracting 
surfaces  can  have  an  impact  on  the  grade  of  an  uncirculated  specimen. 

Dull  Surfaces 

Carson  City  coins  that  were  made  from  new  dies  but  have  a  dull  appearance  were 
probably  tarnished,  cleaned  and  retarnished  a  number  of  times.  A  mint  state  120 
year  old  coin  may  have  had  six  or  more  owners  during  this  time  period,  each  with 
varying  knowledge  on  how  to  prevent  sulfur  from  reacting  with  coin  surfaces. 
Moreover,  some  of  the  past  owners  of  the  coin  may  have  liked  the  golden,  reddish 
or  blue  coloration  that  formed  on  the  coin  while  other  owners  might  have  preferred 
the  brilliance  of  silver.  Differences  in  owner  tastes  and  protection  skills  are  the 
reasons  why  these  coins  were  frequently  cleaned  and  retoned  repeatedly  overtime 
as  they  changed  hands. 


Late  Die  State  1873-CC  Half  Dollar 
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Golden  Reddish  Bluish 

260  440  700 


Figure  1 

Figure  1  shows  the  approximate  micrograms  of  silver  affected  when  Carson  City 
quarters  are  toned  monochromatically  by  sulfur  chemistry.  The  small  speck  of  silver 
depicted  by  each  color  is  the  actual  quantity  of  metal  oxidized  by  silver  exposure. 
As  seen,  golden  toning  removes  260  micrograms  of  total  silverfrom  the  atomic  state 
while  blue  toning  removes  2.7  times  as  much.  This  statement  is  true  even  if  the  coin 
is  not  cleaned.  A  120  year  old  quarter  toned  blue  three  times  and  cleaned  three 
times  would  experience  a  loss  of  21 00  micrograms  of  silver.  This  would  represent 
an  amount  three  times  the  size  of  the  particle  seen  in  Figure  1  under  the  bluish 
toning.  This  loss  in  silver  from  the  atomic  state  is  enough  to  cause  a  mint  state  coin 
to  have  dull  surfaces  and  lose  its  cartwheel  effect.  Even  one  instance  of  blue  toning 
and  subsequent  cleaning  is  enough  to  reduce  the  mint  bloom  by  eroding  the  minute 
radial  corrugations  which  cause  the  cartwheel  effect. 

In  contrast,  less  noticeable  damage  is  done  to  the  luster  of  an  uncirculated  coin 
having  golden  toning.  As  seen  in  Figure  1 ,  much  less  silver  has  been  affected  by 
the  sulfur  chemistry  and  less  damage  to  the  radial  corrugations  has  therefore 
occurred.  Coins  toned  and  cleaned  a  number  of  times  will  develop  dull  surfaces. 
Silver  coins  with  black  tarnish  cannot  be  made  to  look  pristine  again  regardless  of 
how  carefully  they  are  cleaned. 

Rough  Surfaces 

Rough  surfaces  on  mint  state  coins  which  have  not  been  aggravated  by  sulfur 
chemistry  are  created  when  the  coins  are  struck  from  well  worn  dies.  Delma  K. 
Romines  published  a  four  part  series  in  the  Numismatist  in  1991  on  coins  struck 
from  various  die  states.  Romines  provided  many  coin  pictures  showing  the  five 
classes  of  die  states.  They  are  as  follows:  Very  Early  Die  State  -  VEDS  ,  Early  Die 
State  -  EDS  ,  Mid  Die  State  -  MDS  ,  Late  Die  State  -  LDS  and  Very  Late  Die  State  - 
VLDS  .  These  various  die  states  are  classified  as  to  the  degree  of  metal  flow  with 
VEDS  showing  faint  metal  flow  and  VLDS  showing  extreme  metal  flow. 

The  1 873-CC  half  dollar  pictured  in  this  article  has  rough  surfaces  because  it  was 
struck  from  dies  in  a  late  die  state.  Perhaps  as  many  as  1 00,000  pieces  were  struck 
using  the  die  pair  that  made  this  coin.  The  coin  still  has  mint  luster  and  one  can  see 
the  cartwheel  effect  as  the  coin  is  rotated,  but  the  surfaces  are  textured  or  rough 
from  the  minting  process.  Under  50  power  magnification,  Figures  2  and  3  show  the 
extreme  gross  metal  flow  from  the  denticles  into  the  lettering  on  the  reverse  and 
from  the  denticles  into  the  star  area  on  the  obverse.  The  metal  flow  is  somewhat  less 
in  the  field  away  from  the  rim  but  the  surfaces  are  still  quite  rough  around  the 
mintmark  as  shown  in  Figure  4.  The  devices  are  not  sharp  where  they  meet  the  field 
but  have  a  rounded  appearance,  typical  of  a  coin  made  from  a  LDS. 
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Figure  2  Reverse  Figure  3  Obverse 

Fifty  Power  Magnification  of  Surfaces  of  Late  Die  State  1873-CC  Half  Dollar 
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Andrew  Cosgarea  Jr.,  Associate  Director  and  Chief  Operating  Officer  at  the  U.S. 
Mint,  after  reviewing  the  photographs  of  the  1873-CC  half  dollar  made  these 
comments: 

As  best  we  can  tell  from  the  photographs,  the  surface  roughness  is  caused  by 
die  wear  in  the  field  of  the  coin  and  the  die  which  made  it.  Anomalous  wear  can  be 
caused  by  improper  heat  treatment,  often  in  combination  with  abrasive  particles  on 
or  in  the  surface  of  the  planchet.  Normal  wear  of  the  field  is  often  greatest  near  the 
border.  The  area  near  the  border  above  STATES  on  the  reverse  has  the  appearance 
of  anomalous  wear.  Of  course,  Mint  State  does  not  refer  to  how  early  in  the  life  of 
the  dies  the  coins  were  struck,  only  to  how  little  damage  the  coin  has  sustained  after 
it  left  the  Mint. 

Conclusions 

The  major  causes  of  dull  or  rough  surfaces  on  uncirculated  Carson  City  coinage 
have  been  reviewed.  Mint  state  coins  that  have  rough  surfaces  from  worn  dies 
should  not  be  unduly  penalized  during  the  grading  of  these  coins  in  my  opinion.  In 
contrast,  mint  state  coins  that  have  dull  surfaces  from  being  exposed  to  environ- 
mental damage  from  sulfur  toning  and  multiple  cleaning,  in  my  opinion  should  be 
given  a  lower  mint  state  grade.  This  should  be  done  because  environmental 
damage  occurred  outside  the  mint  after  the  coins  were  struck. 

•JOr. 


HALF  DIMES 

1838       Harshly  cleaned,  no  detail  on  reverse,  filler   $2 

1853  VF,  late  die  state,  small  scratches   9 

DIMES 

1863-S     VF-25,nice   $95 

1876       GR-101,  a  few  small  marks,  reverse  die  clash,  XF    20 

1876-CC  Fair   2 

1876-  CC  Doubled  Die  Obverse,  Rev.  B,  Fine  detail,  no  LI   60 

1877-  CC  VF.bent   10 

QUARTERS 

1854  Choice  VF    $50 

1861       VF   28 

1876-S     VF   24 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1 847       WB-1 04,  Recut  47,  G-VG,  nice   $50 

1854-  0    Heavy  die  breaks,  G-VG   20 

1855-  0     XF   95 

1859-0     Fine,  rim  bump    30 

1 859-0    WB-1 02,  extra  9  in  denticles,  VF   50 


Terms:  14  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in  unopened  holders. 
Please  add  $3.00  for  postage  on  all  orders.  Send  for  free  price  list. 

Lynn  Ourso  •  LSCC  #1676 

P.O.  Box  1  •  Brusly,  Louisiana  70719 
Telephone  (504)  749-2006  evenings 
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The  1851  Half  Dollar  With 
a  Blundered  8  in  the  Denticles 

by 

Dick  Osburn 

I  have  been  intrigued  by  the  1 851  WB-1 04  half  dollar  with  a  blundered  8  in  the 
denticles  since  I  first  read  about  it  in  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  reference  book 
written  by  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert.  Recently  I  was  fortunate  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  purchase  an  example  of  this  variety  in  a  nice  AU-55  grade.  The 
surfaces  of  this  coin,  although  slightly  circulated  and  toned,  hint  at  being  proof  like. 

As  shown  in  the  picture,  the  errant  8  is  visible  in  the  denticles  below  the  right  side 
of  the  8  in  the  date.  The  mark  in  the  denticles  below  the  right  side  of  the  1  is  a  small 
dirt  deposit,  not  a  feature  of  the  coin.  The  obverse  has  several  other  interesting 
features  that  have  not  been  previously  reported.  There  is  a  small  tine  off  the  right 
side  of  the  1 ,  a  little  below  the  top  of  this  digit.  There  is  also  a  relatively  large  die  lump 
between  the  legs,  just  above  the  knee.  Nearly  all  of  the  stars  exhibit  some  degree 
of  outlining.  There  are  also  numerous  die  polish  lines  visible  under  high  magnifica- 
tion throughout  the  recesses  of  the  Seated  figure.  Some  of  the  most  prominent  of 
these  lines  are  in  the  unfinished  area  directly  under  Miss  Liberty's  chin.  Overall,  the 
obverse  is  extremely  well  struck  and  detailed. 


1851  WB-1 04  Half  Dollar  with  Extra  8  in  Denticles 
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The  reverse  is  also  characterized  by  extensive  die  lines  in  the  recesses  of  the 
eagle's  feathers  and  in  unfinished  areas  around  the  leaves,  claws  and  feathers. 
The  most  notable  of  these  lines  are  within  the  shield,  slanting  up  to  the  right.  This 
sounds  like  the  reverse  described  by  Wiley  &  Bugert  for  the  WB-1 03  variety.  As 
with  the  obverse,  the  reverse  is  very  clean  and  extremely  well  struck.  There  are  no 
die  breaks  or  areas  of  weakness,  indicating  an  early  die  state. 

The  general  condition  of  both  obverse  and  reverse  dies  raises  the  question  as 
to  why  this  variety  is  so  rare,  since  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  die  deterioration  that 
would  cause  an  early  retirement  of  either  die.  Wiley  &  Bugert  indicate  that  the 
specimen  in  the  National  collection  is  proof  or  at  least  proof-like.  In  his  book  on 
U.S.  proof  coinage,  Walter  Breen  states  that  no  1 851  proof  half  dollars  are  known, 
although  a  handful  of  proof  specimens  are  known  for  other  denominations  of  this 
year.  Perhaps  the  1851  WB-1 04  half  dollars  were  struck  as  proof  coins  or 
presentation  pieces,  thus  accounting  for  their  rarity. 

I  would  be  interested  to  hear  from  other  club  members  who  may  have 
additional  information  on  1 851  half  dollar  die  varieties.  I  can  be  reached  by  writing 
to:  Dick  Osburn,  17  Harbor  Lane,  Kemah,  Texas  77565. 1  can  also  be  reached  by 
telephone  at  (281)  334-2476. 


1851  WB-1 04  Half  Dollar  with  Die  Lines  in  Shield 
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1851  WB-104  Half  Dollar  with  Lump  Between  Legs 
References 

1 .  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars,  by  Randy  Wiley  &  Bill  Bugert, 
published  by  DLRC  Press,  1993. 

2.  Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins,  1722- 
1 989,  revised  edition,  by  Walter  Breen,  published  by  Bowers  &  Merena  Galleries 
Inc.,  1989. 
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BUYING 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 
SCARCE  DATES,  VARIETIES  OR 
COLLECTIONS 

CALL  OR  WRITE 

BRIAN  GREER 
P.O.  BOX  151271    •    LAKEWOOD,  CO  80215 
Telephone  (303)  279-6827 
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New  Information  on  Die  Varieties  of  1870-CC  Dollars 


by 

Bert  Schlosser 

In  1994  I  discovered  a  third  obverse  die  for  the  1870-CC  Seated  dollar  and 
described  this  new  variety  in  Issue  #61  of  the  journal.  Ever  since  this  discovery,  I 
have  been  searching  for  additional  specimens  with  this  new  obverse,  especially 
those  from  an  earlier  die  state.  Recently,  I  found  and  purchased  just  such  a  coin  at 
a  local  coin  show  in  Melville,  New  York. 

This  coin  grades  a  very  nice  EF,  with  virtually  no  marks.  The  date  is  located 
high  in  the  field,  with  a  40-60  split  in  the  field  above  and  below  the  1 .  The  base 
of  the  7  is  positioned  over  a  space  between  denticles,  and  the  left  edge  of  the 
upright  of  the  1  is  positioned  under  the  1 1th  stripe  in  the  shield.  My  other  coin 
with  this  obverse  is  described  with  the  1  under  the  12th  stripe  in  the  shield. 
Further  examination  shows  that  the  date  digits  are  measurably  reduced  in 
thickness  due  to  die  polishing  on  my  late  state  coin.  This  accounts  for  the 
difference  in  position  relative  to  the  edge  of  the  digit. 

This  new  coin  is  paired  with  Reverse  #3,  the  die  used  for  1 872-CC  dollars.  This 
die  has  a  Wide  CC  mintmark  with  the  distinctive  spine  extending  out  from  the 
denticle  under  the  left  edge  of  the  L  in  DOL.  My  discovery  coin  with  this  obverse  was 
struck  from  Reverse  #1  with  the  Close  CC  mintmark.  Upon  comparing  these  two 
coins,  it  is  apparent  that  the  late  state  obverse  has  been  heavily  polished  with  the 
date  numerals  becoming  extremely  light. 

A  good  photograph  of  the  new  variety  was  presented  by  Weimar  White  in  Issue 
#58  of  the  journal.  This  was  a  picture  of  a  specimen  that  was  graded  MS-61  by  NGC. 
This  picture  appeared  on  page  551  of  the  Collective  Volume  Number  Four  of  the 
journal  and  has  been  reprinted  with  this  article.  I  feel  thatthis  photograph  will  serve 
to  identify  this  high  date  obverse  in  the  early  state.  The  digit  1  in  the  date  appears 
to  slant  slightly  to  the  left  for  this  obverse  while  this  digit  appears  perfectly  upright 
for  Obverses  #1  and  #2.  This  tilt  to  the  1  in  the  date  might  be  helpful  in  identifying 
examples  struck  from  Obverse  #3. 
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Now  that  I  have  answered  the  question  about  the  existence  of  early  die  state 
examples  from  Obverse  #3,  there  are  a  few  more  questions  about  1 870-CC  Seated 
dollars  that  I  would  like  to  address.  Many  writers  have  questioned  the  reported 
mintage  of  1 1 ,758  pieces  for  the  1 870-CC  dollar.  They  believe  that  there  are  too 
many  coins  extant  today  and  the  market  value  too  low  for  such  a  low  mintage  issue 
that  was  heavily  circulated  during  the  1 9th  century.  There  has  been  speculation  that 
examples  of  the  1 870-CC  dollar  could  have  been  struck  during  the  years  after  1 870. 
Some  preliminary  evidence  to  support  this  possibility  has  appeared  in  the  journal. 

In  Issue  #58  F.  Fazzari  listed  entries  from  the  Philadelphia  die  record  for  die 
shipments  to  the  Carson  City  mint  during  its  first  few  years  of  operation.  He  notes 
that  two  reverse  dies  were  sent  to  Carson  City  in  1 869  and  two  more  were  sent  in 
1 870.  He  also  reports  that  two  1 870  obverse  dies  were  sent  to  Carson  City  in  1 870. 
However,  there  are  now  THREE  known  obverses  and  FIVE  known  reverses  for  the 
1 870-CC  dollar.  Could  one  of  these  obverses  have  come  from  San  Francisco? 
Regardless,  the  record  lists  no  reverse  dollar  dies  sent  to  Carson  City  in  1 871 .  If  this 
information  is  correct,  then  only  four  reverse  dies  and  two  obverse  dies  could  have 
been  used  to  strike  Carson  City  dollars  in  1 870.  The  record  indicates  thatthree  more 
reverses  were  sent  in  1 872,  with  Walter  Breen  stating  that  only  one  was  sent.  If  Breen 
is  correct,  this  would  give  a  total  of  five  Carson  City  reverse  dies,  with  all  of  them  used 
to  strike  1 870-CC  dollars,  but  with  the  fifth  reverse  not  available  until  1 872. 

How  could  one  identify  an  1 870-CC  Seated  dollar  that  was  struck  after  the  year 
1 870.  The  most  obvious  way  would  be  to  find  an  1 870-CC  dollar  having  the  same 
reverse  in  a  LATER  die  state  than  an  1 871 ,  1 872  or  1 873  Carson  City  dollar.  This 
might  show  up  on  the  fine  detail  of  the  reverse  die  by  noting  die  wear  on  reverse 
features  or  die  defects.  Other  candidates  for  1 870-CC  dollars  struck  in  later  years 
would  include  late  die  state  examples  struck  from  Obverse  #3.  This  obverse  die 
started  production  in  1870  with  a  bold  date  and  strong  denticles.  Why  was  the 
obverse  so  heavily  lapped  before  producing  the  1 870-CC  dollars  with  the  Close  CC 
mintmark?  Could  this  die  have  been  stored  for  several  years,  gotten  rusty  as  Carson 
City  dies  were  known  to  have  done,  and  then  been  polished  to  produce  additional 
1 870-CC  dollars  by  1873? 

Any  information  or  comments  on  1 870-CC  dollar  dies  would  be  most  welcome. 
Please  send  information  to:  Bert  A.  Schlosser,  23  Frostfield  Place,  Melville,  NY 
1 1 747. 1  can  be  reached  by  telephone  during  the  day  at  (51 6)  845-8307  or  during 
the  evening  at  (516)  822-2949. 

nxrn 


Collective  Volume  Number  Four  Available 

Copies  of  the  Collective  Volume  Number  Four  of  the  journal  can  be 
purchased  for  immediate  delivery  from  the  club  President  atthe  established 
price  of  $44.  Make  checks  payable  to  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club  and 
send  to: 

John  McCloskey,  President  LSCC 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429. 
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An  Off  Center  1857  Half  Dime 


In  1857theU.S.  Mintat  Philadelphia  struck  7,280,000  half  dimes,  making  this  one 
of  the  more  common  dates  in  the  half  dime  series.  Because  of  some  weaknesses 
in  border  denticles  encountered  while  striking  coins  of  this  period,  Mint  Engraver 
James  Longacre  had  the  old  obverse  hub  retouched  which  resulted  in  more  detail 
in  the  obverse  design,  principally  in  the  drapery  near  the  pole  and  elbow.  The  other 
diagnostic  feature  which  identifies  half  dimes  struck  from  the  retouched  hub  is  the 
dent  on  the  innermost  radial  of  the  third  star.  The  retouching  of  the  obverse  hub 
however  did  little  to  improve  the  sharpness  of  the  stars  on  the  struck  coins.  In  his 
encyclopedia,  Breen  notes  thatthese  revisions  were  only  a  stopgap  measure,  since 
a  new  hub  was  made  and  used  for  Philadelphia  half  dimes  in  1859. 

Knowledgeable  collectors  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes  are  quite  aware  of  a 
significant  number  of  mint  produced  blunders  struck  before  and  after  1 857.  Some 
of  these  half  dimes  are  the  1 848/8/7, 1 848/7/6, 1 848  Large  Date,  1 858  Over  Inverted 
Date  and  1 858  Doubled  Date.  However,  the  coin  which  is  the  focus  of  this  article  is 
not  the  result  of  a  blunder  created  by  an  engraver  or  a  die  sinker.  It  is  rather  the  result 
of  a  malfunction  in  the  coining  process. 

Off  Center  Defined 

An  off  center  coin  is  one  which  has  the  obverse  and  reverse  design  struck  on 
only  a  part  of  the  coinage  blank.  This  happens  when  a  blank  is  fed  into  the  press 
and  lands  on  top  of  the  collar,  resulting  in  only  part  of  the  blank  being  positioned 
between  the  obverse  and  reverse  dies  when  it  is  struck.  The  location  of  the  blank 
on  the  collar  is  strictly  random.  This  implies  that  no  two  off  center  coins  are 
exactly  alike. 

Discussion 

Liberty  Seated  off  center  mint  errors  are  far  from  common.  While  they  do  exist  for 
all  of  the  denominations,  most  of  those  that  I  have  seen  have  been  dimes.  A  number 
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of  these  pieces  were  pictured  in  an  excellent  article  by  Larry  Rausch  in  Issue  #61 
of  the  journal.  However,  in  over  20  years  of  collecting,  I  had  never  seen  a  Seated 
half  dime  struck  off  center  until  now.  This  1857  off  center  half  dime  has  been 
encapsulated  by  ANACS,  is  uncirculated  and  is  extremely  rare  in  my  opinion. 

Diagnostics 

This  1 857  half  dime  exhibits  mint  luster  and  shows  no  evidence  of  circulation  or 
cleaning.  It  was  struck  off  center  at  K-12  by  approximately  25%,  affording  an 
excellent  opportunity  to  view  the  feature  characteristics  of  most  of  the  coin.  In 
particular,  this  coin  was  struck  by  an  obverse  die  from  a  retouched  hub.  This  can 
be  determined  by  noting  thatthe  innermost  radial  of  the  third  star  has  the  identifying 
dent.  Furthermore,  the  base  of  the  rock  is  wavy,  rather  than  straight.  I  have  noted 
that  stars  1  to  4  and  stars  10  to  13  are  clear  and  crisp.  The  skirt  pendant  lines  up 
just  to  the  right  of  the  center  of  the  5  in  the  date,  and  the  point  of  the  shield  is  over 
the  flag  of  the  1 .  The  right  side  of  the  upright  of  the  1  lines  up  with  the  1 0th  stripe 
in  the  shield  giving  a  shield  line  measurement  SL-1 0.  The  entire  date  is  bold  and 
closer  to  the  denticles  than  to  the  base  of  the  rock.  I  believe  that  this  coin  is  an 
example  of  the  V-7  variety  but  it  is  difficult  to  be  absolutely  sure.  Valentine's 
descriptions  and  plate  photographs  do  not  provide  conclusive  evidence  to 
assure  attribution. 

Just  when  you  think  that  you  have  seen  almost  everything  in  the  hobby, 
something  new  turns  up.  This  quality  is  what  makes  coin  collecting  so  interesting 
and  educational.  The  photographs  of  my  off  center  1 857  half  dime  were  taken  by 
Tom  Mulvaney  for  presentation  with  this  article.  Please  send  any  observations  or 
comments  on  this  article  to:  Al  Blythe,  P.O.  Box  474,  Bishop,  CA  9351 5-0474. 1  can 


be  reached  by  telephone  or  fax  at  (61 9)  872-2001 . 

 \ 

LIBERTY  SEATED  HALF  DOLLARS 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1842         XF,  WB-105,  triple  date,  dark  color,  as  shown 

in  Issue  #33  of  journal   $130 

1845-0  XF,  No  Drapery,  Beistle  4-D,  reverse  die  cracks   90 

1871-  CC  VG,  even  wear   100 

1872-  S  Choice  XF,  original  even  color,  dark  spot  below  last  star  . . .  175 
1891  XF,  mottled  surface,  clash  marks  on  both  sides   90 

Terms:  10  day  return  privilege.  Please  add  $4.00  for  postage. 


Paul  Brill  •  LSCC  #749 

230  Mitchell  Rd.  •  Southern  Pines,  NC  28387 
Telephone  (919)  692-8317  evenings 

^  / 
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The  1873  WA  Doubled  Die  Obverse  Dime  - 
The  King  of  Liberty  Seated  Doubled  Dies 

by 

Jack  White 

The  only  way  to  adequately  describe  this  rare  variety  would  be  to  call  it 
spectacular!  That's  the  word  Brian  Greer  used  in  his  book  on  the  Seated  dime 
series,  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes,  and  he  wasn't  exaggerating. 
The  plate  coin  for  the  1 873  With  Arrows  dime  in  his  book  is  an  example  of  this  rare 
variety.  The  photograph  is  impressive  in  itself,  but  examination  of  this  variety  under 
a  strong  glass  is  a  sightto  behold.  The  photograph  doesn't  really  do  it  justice.  Don't 
ever  pass  up  an  opportunity  to  study  an  example  of  this  variety,  it  is  a  spectacular 
experience. 

The  only  doubled  die  Liberty  Seated  coin  to  approach  this  variety  in  strength  of 
doubling  is  the  1 876-CC  Trade  dollar  with  the  doubled  die  reverse.  But  while  there  is 
a  larger  area  of  doubling  on  the  Trade  dollar,  the  doubling  occurs  on  the  reverse  and 
in  hidden  areas  of  the  design.  The  doubling  on  the  1873  WA  dime  occurs  on  the 
obverse  and  is  centered  on  a  very  prominent  feature,  the  obverse  shield.  The  extent 
of  the  doubling  coupled  with  its  appearance  on  such  a  small  diameter  coin  makes  it 
far  more  impressive  than  the  doubling  on  the  larger  diameter  reverse  of  the  Trade 
dollar.  In  fact  I  believe  that  this  is  the  most  impressive  doubled  die  known  in  the  entire 
Liberty  Seated  series,  and  therefore  the  king  of  Liberty  Seated  doubled  dies. 

Having  recently  acquired  a  third  example  of  the  1873  WA  doubled  die  dime,  I 
decided  to  compare  the  three  coins  to  determine  if  there  are  any  common  die 
characteristics  which  are  identifiable  in  an  average  circulated  grade.  My  three  coins 
range  in  grade  from  Fine  to  Very  Fine.  I  have  found  that  the  obverse  rim  is  thicker 


1873  WA  Doubled  Die  Obverse  Dime 
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at  the  bottom  with  the  7  o'clock  position  being  the  thickest  point  and  the  1  o'clock 
position  being  the  thinnest.  Light  rim  cudding  is  visible  above  Miss  Liberty's  head 
on  coins  that  grade  at  least  XF.  Brian  Greer  pointed  out  this  characteristic  in  his 
article  on  this  variety  in  Issue  #50  of  the  journal.  There  is  only  a  slight  trace  of  the 
cud  still  apparent  on  my  VF  coin,  with  all  evidence  of  the  cud  worn  off  on  my  two 
Fine  specimens.  The  legend  is  unevenly  struck  with  AMERICA  significantly  weaker 
than  UNITED.  The  first  A  in  AMERICA  is  the  weakest  obverse  letter,  particularly  on 
the  right  side.  The  inside  of  the  0  in  OF  is  strongly  recut,  a  feature  that  is  still  quite 
apparent  even  on  my  two  Fine  coins.  The  arrows  at  the  date  slope  downward,  with 
the  left  arrow  showing  a  greater  downward  slope  than  the  right  arrow.  The  date  is 
unevenly  struck  with  the  8  being  strong  and  bold  while  the  other  digits  are  lightly 
impressed  into  the  die.  The  right  base  of  the  1  is  strong  while  the  left  base  is  weak. 
The  shield  is  weak  atthe  lower  left,  especially  between  the  third  and  fifth  vertical  lines 
in  the  shield.  Strong  traces  of  the  secondary  shield  show  plainly  below  LIBERTY, 
especially  below  the  letters  IBER.  This  feature  would  allow  attribution  of  this  variety 
for  coins  grading  as  low  as  G-6.  There  is  a  bulge  in  Miss  Liberty's  lower  stomach 
area  which  corresponds  to  a  weakness  on  the  center  of  the  reverse. 

The  most  unusual  obverse  characteristics  are  the  diagonal  lines  that  appear  at 
the  extreme  right  of  the  secondary  shield.  These  lines  run  down  at  a  diagonal  below 
the  vertical  lines  in  the  secondary  shield.  They  appear  too  regular  to  be  dismissed 
as  die  scratches,  yet  are  inconsistent  with  the  vertical  lines  of  this  secondary  shield. 
These  mysterious  lines  can  best  be  seen  in  the  close  up  photo  on  page  1 29  of  Brian 
Greer's  book.  I  hesitate  to  suggest  that  perhaps  these  lines  are  part  of  a  third  shield 
as  not  enough  evidence  is  visible  to  substantiate  this  claim.  However  some  other 
unexplained  marks  raise  a  few  interesting  questions.  The  top  of  the  secondary 
shield  is  quite  apparent  hidden  in  the  upper  horizontal  lines  of  the  main  shield.  Just 
to  the  right  of  the  central  point  of  the  secondary  shield  is  a  trace  of  what  could  be 
the  top  of  a  third  shield.  This  is  visible  between  the  top  of  the  main  shield  and  the 
second  horizontal  line  of  this  shield  at  the  far  right.  Perhaps  careful  examination  of 
a  high  grade  specimen  could  determine  whether  this  is  in  fact  evidence  of  a  third 
shield  on  this  rare  variety. 

Distinctive  reverse  characteristics  are  largely  confined  to  the  central  portion  of 
the  coin,  the  denomination.  The  left  base  of  the  N  in  ONE  is  very  weak.  The  upper 
right  portion  of  the  I  and  the  left  side  of  the  M  in  DIME  are  also  very  weak.  The  only 
other  notable  feature  is  a  weakness  in  the  upper  left  portion  of  the  wreath  at  the  1 1 
o'clock  position. 

Just  how  rare  is  this  fascinating  variety.  Seven  examples  of  this  variety  were 
reported  in  Gerry  Fortin's  survey  of  the  Liberty  Seated  dime  series  that  appeared  in 
Issue  #63  of  the  journal  in  July  of  1 995.  Two  of  the  reported  pieces  are  my  coins. 
I  did  not  obtain  my  third  example  of  this  variety  until  December  1 996.  The  survey 
coins  range  in  grade  from  an  AG/VG  example  to  two  coins  that  were  reported  in  an 
XF  grade. 

I  have  seen  two  examples  of  this  variety  offered  for  sale,  neither  grading  above 
Fine.  Price  guides  generally  value  the  variety  at  $300  in  Fine,  $700  in  VF  and  $1 000 
in  XF.  The  variety  first  appeared  in  the  Red  Book  in  1 995,  without  a  picture  and  with 
an  absurdly  low  price  of  $1 00  in  Fine.  Hopefully,  future  editions  of  the  Red  Book  will 
include  a  picture  of  the  variety.  You  can  then  look  for  prices  to  move  up  quickly  for 
this  spectacular  king  of  the  Liberty  Seated  doubled  die  varieties. 
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Detecting  Surface  Alterations  on  Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

by 

F.  Fazzari 

I  have  long  held  the  opinion  that  early  Bust  and  Seated  dollars  are  rare  in  original 
condition.  In  fact,  if  we  do  not  include  the  1859-0  and  1860-O  dollars  which  were 
released  by  the  Treasury  in  Uncirculated  condition  in  the  1 960s,  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
the  vast  majority  of  these  early  dollars  have  been  altered  in  some  way.  Since  these 
coins  are  all  over  a  hundred  years  old,  few  have  survived  all  of  these  years  without 
at  least  being  improperly  cleaned. 

Whenever  I  examine  an  early  dollar,  I  carefully  inspect  it  for  signs  of  repair  or  surface 
alterations  after  a  cursory  look  to  estimate  its  grade  and  originality.  Disregarding 
imperfections  made  at  the  mint  such  as  adjustment  marks  or  roller  marks,  improper 
cleaning  is  usually  the  most  noticeable  defect  on  these  coins.  A  cleaning  alerts  me  to 
the  fact  that  there  may  be  more  defects  on  the  surface  of  the  coin  than  meet  the  eye. 
When  a  coin  is  buffed,  etched  or  harshly  cleaned  I  examine  the  area  near  the  rim  for 
misshaped  letters  or  stars  which  may  provide  evidence  that  the  coin  has  been  plugged. 
It  was  fairly  common  for  these  large  coins  to  be  holed  during  the  1 9th  century.  Usually 
a  hole  was  made  at  the  12  o'clock  position  on  the  obverse  but  I  have  seen  holes  in 
virtually  every  position  around  the  rim.  A  close  examination  is  often  all  that  is  needed 
to  see  most  repaired  holes.  If  one  area  of  the  coin  is  suspect,  turn  the  coin  over  to  view 
the  same  area  for  originality  from  the  opposite  side.  A  discolored  circular  patch,  no 
matter  how  carefully  it  blends  in  with  thefield,  is  a  good  indication  thatthe  coin  has  been 
plugged.  With  few  exceptions,  the  artisans  and  engravers  who  repair  coins  today  lack 
the  skills  of  those  who  were  working  these  coins  more  than  sixty  years  ago.  Figure  1 
shows  an  example  of  misshaped  letters  on  a  plugged  coin.  Fluorescent  light  is  the  only 


Figure  1.  Misshapen  Letters  on  Plugged  Coin 
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type  of  light  source  to  use  for  this  examination.  Many  obvious  repairs  and  surface 
problems  escape  detection  by  dealers  and  collectors  today  because  virtually  none  of 
them  use  florescent  light  while  viewing  coins. 

Detecting  repairs  to  areas  of  the  field  on  acoin  is  only  slightly  moredifficult  than  searching 
for  plugs.  On  high  grade  coins,  the  absence  of  radial  metal  flow,  especially  on  only  one  part 
of  a  coin,  should  raise  suspicion.  Evidence  that  a  coin  has  been  heated  during  its  repair  may 
be  present  in  the  form  of  rounded  heat  bubbles.  These  tiny  round  lumps  can  be  pressed 
flat  by  gently  rolling  a  round  toothpick  across  them  while  the  coin  is  viewed  with  a  stereo 
microscope.  Start  on  the  field  adjacent  to  the  bubble  and  move  across  the  lump  to  the 
opposite  side.  If  the  lump  does  not  press  out,  you  may  be  dealing  with  a  counterfeit.  Never 
rub  the  toothpick  or  any  other  object  across  the  surface  of  a  coin. 

There  are  other  clues  of  alteration  to  watch  for  on  early  dollars.  Be  alert  to  unusual 
patterns  of  bagmarks,  surface  discoloration,  or  fake  bagmarks  such  as  multiple  tiny  tick 
marks  which  are  not  present  on  other  parts  of  the  coin.  Holding  the  coin  at  an  angle  under 
fluorescent  light  will  often  reveal  uneven,  wavy  areas  where  scratches  or  surface  damage 
has  been  smoothed  over  by  chasing  metal  from  surrounding  areas.  Figure  2  shows  part 
of  a  coin's  field  where  a  scratch  has  been  removed.  There  is  some  discoloration  and  a  slight 
depression  in  the  repaired  area.  Often  repairs  are  made  to  the  field  while  any  damage  which 
continues  on  to  the  relief  is  left  intact.  This  is  especially  true  for  larger  scratches.  Crude 
repairs  are  often  obliterated  by  acid  etching  or  whizzing. 

The  secret  to  detecting  alterations  which  others  have  not  seen  on  early  dollar  coins  is 
to  look  for  them  no  matter  how  original  or  nicely  toned  a  coin  may  appear.  In  this  regard, 
a  stereo  microscope  and  fluorescent  light  are  not  an  extra  hobby  frill,  they  are  a  necessity. 

This  article  is  an  expanded  version  of  a  report  which  appeared  recently  in  Insight  on 
Coinage.  The  Institute  for  Applied  Numismatics  offers  a  high  quality  microscope  which 
can  be  delivered  to  club  members  for  under  $280.  For  comments,  information  on  the 
microscope,  or  questions  about  fluorescent  lighting,  I  can  be  reached  at  I.A.N. ,  P.O. 
Box  801 1 1 ,  Chattanooga,  TN  3741 4. 


Figure  2.  Field  of  Coin  with  Repaired  Scratch 
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A  New  Variety  for  the  1853-0  Half  Dollar 

by 

Paul  Brill 

Recently,  I  purchased  an  1 853-0  half  dollar  that  is  a  good  example  of  a  coin  struck  from 
the  overworked  and  shattered  dies  often  used  atthe  New  Orleans  mintto  produce  Seated 
coins.  A  review  of  the  problems  with  overused  dies  atthe  New  Orleans  mint  was  presented 
by  Harry  Smith  in  his  article  on  the  subject  in  Issue  #31  of  the  journal.  An  example  of  die 
doubling  and  other  defects  on  the  overworked  dies  of  an  1 853-0  half  dollar  was  presented 
by  Jim  Snell  in  his  article  in  Issue  #9  of  the  journal.  Since  then,  numerous  other  articles 
have  been  written  regarding  die  degradation  and  doubling  on  1854-0  and  1855-0  half 
dollars.  This  article  describes  an  1853-0  half  dollar  in  a  choice  XF-45  grade  which  has 
many  abnormalities  on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse.  None  of  Beistle's  nine  varieties  for 
this  date  match  up  with  either  the  obverse  or  reverse  of  this  coin.  The  characteristics  of  this 
1 853-0  half  dollar  are  as  follows: 

Obverse 

1 .  There  is  a  rim  cud  below  the  3  in  the  date. 

2.  Stars  1 0  to  1 3  are  recut. 

3.  A  die  crack  runs  from  the  top  of  Liberty's  banner  to  the  rim. 


Obverse  of  1853-0  Half  Dollar  with  Die  Defects 
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4.  A  die  crack  starts  from  the  rim  and  moves  through  the  1 3th  star  into  the  field 
where  it  splits  into  two  more  cracks,  one  running  into  the  middle  of  the  lower  leg 
and  the  other  fading  into  the  field  near  the  1 1th  star. 

5.  A  fine  crack  starts  at  the  bottom  of  the  sandal  and  curves  down  through  the 
lower  base  of  the  rock,  ending  above  the  5  in  the  date. 

6.  A  heavy  crack  begins  at  the  rim  and  moves  through  the  5th  star,  ending  near 
the  top  of  the  left  arm. 

7.  A  fine  die  crack  starts  at  the  7th  star  and  runs  into  Liberty's  forehead, 
reappearing  at  the  back  of  the  head  and  continuing  through  stars  8  to  1 1 . 

Reverse 

1 .  The  letters  HALF  DOL  are  recut  along  with  most  of  the  lower  rays  between  the 
leaves  and  the  arrowheads. 

2.  The  three  leaf  cluster  and  arrowheads  are  recut. 

3.  The  ES  of  STATES  and  OF  are  recut. 

4.  A  die  crack  runs  from  the  fourth  ray  to  the  right  of  the  berry  and  extends  down 
to  the  righttop  edge  of  the  H  and  continues  on  into  the  left  foot  of  the  A  and  finally 
runs  on  to  the  rim. 


1853-0  Half  Dollar  with  Die  Defects 
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5.  A  heavy  die  crack  runs  from  the  rim  through  the  right  foot  of  the  last  A  in 
AMERICA  and  continues  on  between  rays  into  the  right  wing. 

6.  A  die  crack  connects  the  base  of  the  D  in  UNITED  to  the  ST  in  STATES. 

7.  Two  fine  die  cracks  run  from  the  rim  into  the  top  of  the  M  in  AMERICA. 

8.  A  die  crack  extends  from  the  right  foot  of  the  last  A  in  AMERICA  and  runs  across 
the  top  two  arrowheads  into  the  rim  where  an  open  surface  crack  can  be  seen. 

9.  The  top  of  the  first  two  vertical  lines  in  the  first  shield  stripe  are  very  thin  and 
weak. 

10.  A  die  crack  or  planchet  break  is  shown  on  the  rim  near  the  L  in  DOL. 

It  is  apparent  from  the  flaws  described  that  this  set  of  dies  was  nearing  the  end 
of  its  life.  But  given  all  of  these  obvious  problems,  the  coin  is  very  appealing  for  its 
grade  with  strong  detail  and  a  good  set  of  identifying  die  defects. 


-JOr.ztA'JOr. 
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A  New  Obverse  for  the  1875  Seated  Dime 


by 

Dave  Hensley 

I  would  like  to  report  a  new  variety  for  the  1875  dime  with  the  skirt  pendant 
directly  over  the  center  of  the  7  in  the  date.  I  have  examined  the  photographs 
of  all  of  the  dimes  from  the  1870s  in  the  Ahwash  and  Greer  books,  and  only  four 
other  issues  from  this  decade  come  close  to  matching  this  placement  of  the 
pendant  over  the  7.  These  are  the  1872  A-4,  1877-CC  A-1,  1877-CC  A-2  and 
1879  A-3  varieties. 

The  shield  position  on  this  1 875  dime  is  SP-6.  The  1  in  the  date  is  closer  to  the 
denticles  below  than  it  is  to  the  rock  base  above.  The  date  slopes  downward  with 
the  5  in  the  date  farther  from  the  rock  base  than  the  other  digits.  There  is  also 
noticeable  doubling  through  the  lettering  in  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA.  On  the 
reverse,  the  top  of  the  right  ribbon  and  parts  of  the  right  inner  and  outer  wreath  are 
doubled.  This  coin  would  grade  a  nice  MS-60. 

Any  additional  observations  on  this  variety  are  welcome.  Please  report  any 
information  to:  Dave  Hensley,  P.O.  Box  680,  Syracuse,  New  York  1 3201 . 


1875  Dime  with  Shield  Position  SP-6 
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Walter  Breen's  Research  Methods 


This  has  been  written  in  response  to  the  letter  from  Stewart  W.  Jones  as 
published  in  Issue  #67  of  the  journal  concerning  an  interview  he  had  with  Walter 
Breen  in  1 990  at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Seattle.  I  have  the  following  comments  to 
make  about  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Jones  noted  that  "Breen  had  previously  spent  time  viewing  the  coins  in  the 
Eliasberg  Collection,  so  I  asked  him  several  questions  about  varieties  that  had  surfaced 
in  his  supplement  in  the  Valentine  reprint  of  1 975."  In  short,  Walter  Breen's  comments 
concerning  the  Eliasberg  Collection  coins  in  certain  of  his  published  works  did  not 
always  correlate  with  specimens  of  coins  that  actually  existed  in  the  Eliasberg  Collection 
upon  careful  inspection  and  the  cataloguing  of  these  coins  for  sale. 

It  might  be  relevant  to  note  that  the  observation  of  such  discrepancies  in  Breen 
works  is  hardly  new,  and  in  some  instances  the  actual  coins  have  differed  in  variety 
and  finish  from  those  in  Breen's  published  works.  While  it  has  been  my  observation 
that  the  vast  majority  of  Walter  Breen's  comments  provide  valuable  references, 
there  are  occasional  lapses. 

I  give  as  a  related  reference  my  comment  under  Lot  401  of  our  recent  Eliasberg 
Collection  sale,  a  1 795  half  cent  in  superb  condition,  which  I  note  was  "omitted  from 
the  Breen  census  for  unknown  reasons."  It  was  curious  that  other  Eliasberg 
Collection  coins  had  been  mentioned  by  Breen,  but  this  coin  had  been  forgotten, 
even  though  it  had  been  in  the  collection  when  Breen  examined  it.  I  noted  as  a 
footnote  to  Lot  401  that  discrepancies  among  half  cent  censuses  might  be 
explained  as  follows: 

Walter  Breen  would  have  almost  certainly  seen  this  coin  when  the  others  were 
reviewed,  although  it  is  known  in  other  contexts  that  his  notes  concerning  this  and 
other  great  collections  were  sometimes  incomplete.  For  example,  he  omitted 
mention  of  the  1 827  original  quarter  dollar  in  the  Garrett  Collection  in  his  Proof  coins 
Encyclopedia.  On  at  least  two  occasions  many  of  his  notes  on  New  Jersey  coppers, 
colonials,  half  cents  and  Proof  coins  were  lost  and  he  had  to  reconstruct  them  from 
memory,  which  in  most  cases  was  excellent. 

Walter's  modus  operandi  was  to  make  notes  in  pencil  on  sheets  of  typewriter  paper 
or  to  later  write  up  his  comments  after  viewing  a  coin  or  having  a  conversation  with 
another  individual.  I  have  found  that  Walter  Breen's  comments  are  an  excellent  general 
guide  and,  in  fact,  are  the  best  thing  in  print.  But  to  use  them  as  gospel  truth  would  be 
a  dreadful  mistake,  as  there  are  many  errors  with  regard  to  his  recollections  and  notes 
about  the  Eliasberg  Collection.  Not  only  did  he  lose  some  of  his  notes,  but  I  believe  that 
he  never  had  the  chance  to  examine  these  coins  under  carefully  controlled  lighting 
conditions  while  they  were  out  of  their  display  cases.  For  decades  the  Eliasberg 
Collection  coins  were  sealed  in  large  wooden  and  glass  frames. 

During  his  lifetime  I  knew  Walter  Breen  on  a  numismatic  basis  as  well  as  anyone  I 
know,  collaborated  with  him  on  numerous  projects  and  helped  him  with  his  books.  It 
is  relevant  to  mention  that  in  addition  to  errors  of  memory  or  transcription,  errors  were 
caused  in  some  instances  by  the  input  of  faulty  information  from  other  people.  Walter 
was  without  guile,  had  not  a  mean  bone  in  his  body,  and  often  dutifully  recorded  what 
anyone  would  tell  him.  Thus,  if  someone  told  him  at  a  coin  show  in  Peoria  that  he  had 
seen  a  Proof  coin  in  a  museum  in  Iowa,  Walter  would  make  a  note  of  it.  This  would  later 
appear  in  print  as  "a  Proof  exists  in  an  Iowa  museum  collection",  or  something  similar, 
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although  Walter  hadn't  actually  seen  the  coin.  Whether  or  not  it  was  a  Proof  may  well 
have  been  a  matter  of  conjecture.  However,  the  reader  of  a  Breen  work  would  have  no 
clue  as  to  the  tentative  nature  of  the  Proof  attribution. 

Similarly,  listings  in  auction  catalogues  or  notices  in  publications  were  often 
recorded  by  Walter  Breen  as  fact.  Moreover,  although  Walter  was  an  excellent 
attributor  of  die  varieties,  and  did  in  fact  discover  many  new  varieties  in  various 
series,  he  was  not  particularly  well  versed  in  grading  coins  in  my  opinion.  Further, 
he  frequently  made  many  errors  in  his  differentiation  between  Proof  and  Mint  State 
finishes. 

However,  in  a  lifetime  of  numismatic  productivity  which  extended  from  1950  to 
1994,  Walter  left  a  legacy  unmatched  by  anyone  else  in  the  history  of  our  hobby. 
Walter  was  the  first  to  spend  extensive  time  in  the  National  Archives,  examine  Mint 
records,  and  take  a  scientific  approach  to  coining  procedures  and  die  preparation, 
often  relating  what  he  found  to  history,  science  or  other  academic  disciplines. 
Walter's  knowledge  in  many  areas  outside  of  numismatics  was  immense.  All  of  this 
was  done  with  a  sense  of  altruism  devoid  of  promotion  or  market  bias. 

Walter  brought  an  extensive  amount  of  information  to  light  while  first  working 
under  the  auspices  of  Wayte  Raymond  in  the  early  1950s,  and  later  with  John  J. 
Ford,  Jr.  as  his  sponsor.  In  effect,  he  revised  the  hobby's  way  of  thinking  on  many 
numismatic  topics.  His  1 988  book,  Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins,  stands  as  his  masterwork  and  a  monument  to  much  of  what  he 
did  in  numismatics. 

If  Walter  were  living  today  he  would  be  the  first  to  admit  that  his  work  could  often 
stand  correction.  Indeed,  he  realized  this  in  his  lifetime.  A  comparison  of  his  articles 
on  gold  coins  in  "Hewitt's  Numismatic  Information  Series"  in  the  1 950s  and  1 960s 
with  his  later  works  will  vividly  demonstrate  this.  Walter  was  always  agreeable  to 
learning  new  information,  making  changes,  and  revising  theories.  In  fact,  he  was 
one  of  the  most  open  minded  people  I  have  ever  met. 

To  a  large  extent,  Walter  built  a  foundation  which  the  current  generation  of 
numismatic  researchers  has  expanded.  All  of  those  who  knew  Walter  or  consult  his 
works  are  grateful  for  the  many  contributions  that  he  made  to  the  field  of  numismat- 
ics. However,  when  reading  what  Walter  had  to  say  about  a  particular  variety  in  a 
specific  collection,  it  must  be  remembered  that  while  the  vast  majority  of  his 
information  is  correct,  there  are  also  numerous  instances  in  which  his  information 

is  wrong.  But,  the  numismaticfraternity  has  yetto  produce  any  researcher  who  does 
everything  completely  correct. 

I  hope  that  this  information  sheds  some  light  on  the  research  methods  pursued 
by  Walter  Breen  during  his  lifetime. 

Q.  David  Bowers 
LSCC  #362 
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New  Seated  Dime  Misplaced  Digits 

by 

Gerry  Fortin 

Last  summer,  I  found  that  the  bourse  floor  at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Denver 
featured  a  number  of  high  grade  Liberty  Seated  dimes  from  the  Eliasberg  sale  but 
I  also  discovered  that  nice  collector  coins  grading  EF  to  AU  were  difficult  to  find.  With 
a  lack  of  new  material  to  examine,  my  attention  focused  on  later  date  Seated  dimes 
in  the  hope  of  discovering  new  repunched  date  or  misplaced  digit  varieties.  A 
thorough  search  at  the  convention  produced  two  misplaced  digit  finds  that  were 
new  to  me.  A  quick  check  with  Chris  Pilliod  confirmed  my  suspicions  that  neither 
of  these  varieties  had  been  seen  prior  to  this  ANA  Convention. 

The  first  misplaced  digits  were  located  on  an  1888  dime  with  three  residual 
digits  beginning  at  the  right  end  of  the  scroll  and  continuing  directly  below  the 
gown  line.  These  three  digits  are  the  tops  of  an  888  from  a  date  punch  of  this 
year.  Each  digit  is  clearly  visible  in  a  line  directly  above  the  existing  date.  The 
extra  8  positioned  at  the  extreme  right  bottom  end  of  the  scroll  is  the  key 
diagnostic  for  locating  this  variety.  Standard  attributes  include  a  shield  position 
measurement  SP-6.5  and  denticle  ruler  measurement  DR-N1B0.  The  date 
placement  features  a  slightly  downward  slope.  The  discovery  coin  is  a  nice 
original  AU-58  with  even  light  gray  toning. 


1888  Dime  with  Misplaced  Digits  in  Gown 
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An  1 875  dime  was  then  found  with  a  misplaced  digit.  This  coin  shows  the  top  of 
an  extra  8  between  the  right  end  of  the  scroll  and  the  gown  line  directly  to  the  left 
of  the  pendant.  This  location  is  similar  to  the  extra  digit  placement  for  the  1 889  GR- 
103  and  1890-S  GR-103  blundered  date  coins.  The  extra  8  was  very  lightly  struck 
into  this  obverse  die.  This  observation  along  with  the  discovery  coin  grading  only 
EF-40  makes  the  extra  digit  difficult  to  locate  even  for  a  specialist  with  an 
experienced  eye.  The  1875  coin  has  shield  position  measurement  SP-7  and 
denticle  ruler  measurement  DR-OR.  This  toned  coin  is  an  early  die  state  example 
with  no  die  cracks  on  either  the  obverse  or  reverse.  A  high  grade  specimen  should 
provide  more  substantial  diagnostics  for  this  new  discovery. 

What  is  the  root  cause  of  misplaced  digits?  Several  theories  have  been  offered 
to  explain  the  presence  of  these  extra  digits.  Theories  range  from  misuse  of  date 
alignment  jigs  to  die  sinkers  performing  a  trial  strike  on  the  working  dies  with  a  date 
punch  to  test  for  die  steel  hardness.  I  believe  that  it  will  eventually  be  learned  that 
misplaced  digits  have  multiple  sources.  Further  study  and  the  categorization  of 
misplaced  digit  placements  for  a  given  denomination  will  be  required  before 
consensus  can  occur.  Once  sufficient  quantitative  data  is  collected,  misplaced  digit 
patterns  will  become  evident.  It  is  therefore  important  that  all  members  continue  to 
publish  new  information  and  document  new  discoveries  to  enhance  our  knowledge 
of  misplaced  digit  varieties.  I  have  assembled  a  misplaced  digit  database  for  Seated 
dimes  based  upon  shared  information  from  fellow  dime  variety  specialists.  If 
agreement  can  be  reached  among  these  individuals,  a  complete  quantitative  listing 
can  be  published  in  a  future  issue  of  the  journal.  Club  members  who  wish  to  offer 
additional  misplaced  digit  information  can  write  to  me  as  follows:  Gerry  Fortin,  225 
Valley  Road,  Raymond,  ME  04071 . 

The  photographs  of  both  coins  discussed  in  this  article  were  taken  by  Chris 
Pilliod.  I  wish  to  thank  him  for  his  ongoing  support  in  documenting  new  varieties. 


1875  Dime  with  Extra  8  in  Gown 
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The  Nevada  Dollar  of  1876 

by 

Weimar  W.  White 


Recently,  I  was  able  to  obtain  an  example  of  the  celebrated  Nevada  dollar  minted 
in  1876from  Nevada  silver  ore.  This  medal  was  minted  forthe  1876  U.S.  Centennial 
Exposition  and  was  designed  by  William  Barber.  There  were  2526  pieces  struck 
from  Nevada  silver  at  the  U.S.  Mint  in  Philadelphia  for  the  Exposition.  The  pieces 
were  sold  at  the  Nevada  Building  at  the  Exposition  for  $1 .25  each.  A  certificate  with 
the  following  statement  accompanied  each  specimen: 

"Mint  of  the  U.S.,  Philadelphia.  Coiners'  Department.  June  20,1876. 

I  certify  that  the  Nevada  Exposition  Medals  prepared  in  this  department  and  this 
day  delivered  to  Mr.  C.C.  Stevenson,  Chairman  of  the  Nevada  State  Board,  are 
made  of  pure  silver,  crushed  from  Nevada  ore,  at  the  Nevada  quartz  mill  located  in 
the  Centennial  Exposition  grounds  and  subsequent  refined  at  the  U.S.  Mint. 

(Signed)  A.  Loudon  Snowden  Coiner." 

Obverse:  Liberty  Bell  between  minute  man  and  soldier,  clouds  below  the  bell  and 
extending  to  the  dates  1776  and  1876.  A  ribbon  contains  the  word 
CENTENNIAL  Outside  a  circle  is  the  wording:  LET  GOD  BE  WITH  US  AS 
HE  WAS  WITH  OUR  FATHERS. 

Reverse:  Mining  scene,  with  NEVADA  written  above.  Outside  a  circle  is  the 
wording:  MADE  FROM  NEVADAORE  ATINTERNATIONALEXHIBITION. 
Below  two  stars  is  the  wording:  ALL  FOR  OUR  COUNTRY. 

This  medal  is  special  to  me  because  of  my  interest  in  Carson  City  coinage.  The 
characteristics  of  the  Nevada  dollar  are  very  similar  to  those  of  the  Trade  dollar.  The 
specimen  described  in  this  article  weighs  27.5304  grams  compared  to  27.22  grams 
for  the  Trade  dollar.  However,  the  Nevada  dollar  contains  more  precious  metal 
since  it  was  made  from  non-alloyed  Nevada  silver.  No  standard  silver  dollars  were 
made  in  1876. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Kenneth  Bressett  and  Michael  J.  Hodder  for  providing  the 
research  information  on  the  Nevada  dollar  presented  in  this  article. 
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New  Varieties  for  1876  to 
1878  Philadelphia  Quarters 

by 

Ray  Lathrop 

This  article  describes  five  new  varieties  for  1 876, 1 877  and  1 878  Seated  quarters. 
These  varieties  add  to  the  list  of  known  varieties  for  these  relatively  common  dates 
in  the  Seated  quarter  series. 

The  first  coin  is  an  1876  quarter  with  a  die  line  connecting  two  denticles  below 
the  upright  of  the  7  in  the  date.  This  die  line  is  a  straight  line  segment  that  connects 
the  center  of  two  denticles  and  does  not  resemble  a  misplaced  digit.  The  date  on 
this  coin  is  level  in  the  field  and  closer  to  the  denticles  than  the  rock  base.  A  straight 
line  extending  up  along  the  right  side  of  the  1  bisects  the  shield  at  the  7th  shield  line. 

This  coin  has  the  Type  2  reverse  and  it  has  a  crack  that  begins  at  the  left  edge 
of  the  T  in  UNITED  and  runs  down  along  the  base  of  the  letters  QUAR  DOL  to  a 
denticle  below  the  lowest  arrowhead.  A  second  crack  begins  at  a  denticle  below  the 
second  A  in  AMERICA  and  runs  up  along  the  top  of  the  letters  RICA  to  the  right  edge 
of  the  E. 


1876  Quarter  with  Die  Line  in  Denticles 
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The  next  coin  is  an  1 876  quarter  with  the  1  and  6  in  the  date  repunched.  An  earlier 
1  can  be  seen  under  the  flag  of  the  1  in  the  date  and  at  the  left  base  of  this  digit.  An 
earlier  6  can  be  seen  to  the  left  of  the  ball  of  the  6  in  the  date  and  on  the  underside 
of  the  curve  of  this  digit.  The  date  is  level  in  the  field  and  closer  to  the  denticles.  A 
straight  line  extending  up  along  the  right  side  of  the  1  bisects  the  shield  between  the 
6th  and  7th  shield  lines.  This  coin  has  the  Type  2  reverse  and  it  has  light  recutting 
on  the  vertical  lines  in  the  reverse  shield. 


1876  Quarter  with  Repunched  1  and  6 


The  next  coin  is  an  1 877  quarter  with  both  7s  in  the  date  repunched.  Earlier  digits 
show  at  the  bottom  of  each  7  in  the  date.  The  photograph  is  of  an  EF  coin  that  I  found 
in  1 992  at  the  spring  show  of  the  Michigan  State  Numismatic  Society  in  Lansing, 
Michigan.  Since  then  I  have  searched  for  other  examples  of  this  variety  but  have 
found  only  one  other,  a  coin  that  grades  no  better  than  Good.  The  date  on  this 
variety  is  low  in  the  field  and  slopes  slightly  upward.  A  line  extending  up  along  the 
right  side  of  the  1  bisects  the  shield  at  the  6th  shield  line. 

The  most  dramatic  of  these  new  varieties  is  an  1 878  quarter  with  the  second  8 
in  the  date  repunched.  An  earlier  8  is  clearly  visible  at  the  bottom  of  the  second  8 
in  the  date,  on  the  right  side  of  this  digit  and  inside  the  lower  loop  of  this  digit.  The 
date  on  this  coin  is  placed  level  in  the  field  with  a  line  extending  up  along  the  right 
edge  of  the  1  bisecting  the  shield  at  the  6th  shield  line.  On  the  reverse,  there  is  a  light 
crack  that  runs  across  the  top  of  the  letters  in  AMERICA  to  the  tip  of  the  top 
arrowhead. 
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The  last  coin  to  be  described  is  an  1878  quarter  with  a  strike  doubled  reverse. 
The  doubling  shows  at  the  top  of  the  letters  SOFA  and  on  the  denticles  from  the 
U  in  UNITED  down  to  the  middle  arrowhead.  Doubling  also  shows  on  the  right  side 
of  the  left  upright  of  the  U  in  UNITED  and  along  the  top  of  the  upper  olive  leaf. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Tom  Mulvaney  for  the  photographs  of  my  coins  that  clearly 
show  the  details  of  these  interesting  varieties  in  the  Seated  quarter  series. 


1878  Quarter  with  Reverse  Doubling 


■jct. 


Large  Price  List 
Liberty  Seated  Coins 
All  Denominations 


CALL  OR  WRITE 

Brian  Greer 

P.O.  Box  151271  •  Lakewood,  CO  80215 
Telephone  (303)  279-6827 
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An  Unusual  1860  Half  Dime 


by 

Don  Hansen 

Recently  I  purchased  an  unusual  1860  half  dime  that  has  some  interesting  die 
characteristics  with  some  extra  segments  around  the  date.  The  raised  shape  of  an 
extra  8  runs  from  the  top  right  edge  of  the  upright  of  the  1  to  the  upper  loop  of  the 
8  in  the  date.  This  segment  expands  on  its  right  side,  as  would  be  expected  for  the 
upper  loop  of  an  extra  8.  There  are  also  three  other  segments  that  I  cannot  fully 
explain  that  run  through  the  date.  Two  of  these  marks  appear  between  the  8  and  6 
and  the  other  is  to  the  right  of  the  6.  There  is  also  a  raised  shape  protruding  upward 
from  between  two  denticles  below  the  left  side  of  the  8.  Clash  marks  are  visible  in 
front  of  Miss  Liberty's  head  and  the  F  in  OF  is  partially  polished  away. 

As  a  point  of  reference  for  this  variety,  the  date  is  nearly  level  in  the  field  with  the 
0  only  slightly  further  away  from  the  rock  than  the  1 .  All  of  the  digits  in  the  date  are 
closer  to  the  rock  base  than  the  denticles  below.  The  upright  of  the  1  is  centered  over 
a  denticle.  The  inner  loops  of  the  8  are  centered  over  a  denticle.  Overall  the  coin  is 
in  a  pleasant  XF  grade  with  luster  in  the  recessed  areas.  I  would  be  interested  to 
know  if  other  club  members  have  examples  of  this  variety  and  if  anyone  can  explain 
the  extra  segments  that  appear  in  the  date. 

The  picture  of  my  1860  half  dime  was  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney. 


1860  Half  Dime  with  Extra  8  in  Date 
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I  have  included  some  fixed  price  offerings  for  your  consideration.  Please  feel 
free  to  call  for  any  reason.  If  you  get  my  answering  machine,  please  leave  a 
message.  I  will  return  your  call  as  promptly  as  possible.  YOUR  SATISFACTION 
IS  AN  ABSOLUTE  MUST!  Counter  offers  will  be  considered  for  any  coin 
priced  at  over  $100  in  this  ad.  15  day  return  privilege.  Please  include  $3.00 
for  postage  on  all  orders.  Send  for  my  price  list  with  over  400  lots  of  copper 
coins,  Bust  coins,  Seated  coins  and  more.  Some  of  these  pieces  are  rare.  I 
hope  to  hear  from  you.  Happy  hunting. 


HALF  DIMES 

1840-O    V-2,  G-6/4,  Medium  0   $20 

1849/8    V-4.  Reverse  die  break,  lustre,  old  toning,  very  slight  edge  cut  at  6:30.  AU-55  . .  150 

1851  V-1a.  Reverse  breaks,  lustrous,  VF-25,  old  toning   24 

1853      No  Arrows,  VF-20   65 

1861/0    No  problems.  VF-30  and  choice.  Original  old  toning   85 

1 862      V-6,  AU-58,  white  coin,  clashed  on  obverse  &  reverse,  sharp   80 

DIMES 

1849      A-1.F/VF   19 

1849-  0    A-1a,  F/VF.  Softly  struck  in  usual  places,  nice   45 

1850-  O    Small  o,  nice  G/VG   17 

1 852  Normal  date,  VF/XF,  sharp   30 

1 856      Small  date,  Breen  #3293,  nice  VF-20   50 

QUARTERS 

1 839      No  Drapery,  very  long  claws  variety,  very  rare,  pictured  in 

Issue  #57  of  journal,  VG-8   $350 

1841      Doubled  Die  Reverse,  crack  through  M  in  AMERICA,  VF-20,  some  lustre   145 

1 853  Arrows  &  Rays,  AU-55,  sharp  strike,  satiny  lustre.  A  few  trivial  marks,  several 

unlisted  obverse  die  cracks.  Flawless  reverse,  old  toning   285 

1 854  AU-55,  well  struck  with  full  lustre.  Great  eye  appeal  with  attractive 

original  toning.  A  prize  for  any  collection   1 50 

1 858      Compass  point  reverse.  AU-55,  very  lustrous  with  deep  mirror,  prooflike  fields. 

Scattered  light  marks  do  detract  from  appeal,  but  still  attractive   110 

1875      Brilliant  Proof-63.  Very  slight  insignificant  hairlines.  Briggs  4-E   575 

1878      Nice  VG,  Briggs  2-B   17 

1 888-S    Choice  G/AG,  Briggs  1  -A   8 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1844-0    G-6,  smooth  gray   $15 

1874-S    WB-101,VG   75 


DaveHensley  •LSCC#1388 

P.O.  Box  680  •  Syracuse,  New  York  13201 
Telephone  (315)  469-2008 
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Observations  on  the 
1890-S/s  Dime 

Does  the  1890-S  Seated  dime  with  a  Medium  S  over  Small  s  mintmark  exist  as 
presented  by  Kam  Ahwash  in  his  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Liberty  Seated 
Dimes?  After  examining  numerous  1 890-S  dimes  over  a  period  of  ten  years,  I  have 
yet  to  find  an  example  that  matches  the  Ahwash  mintmark  photo  on  page  384  of  his 
encyclopedia.  In  Brian  Greer's  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes,  the  1 890- 
S/s  dime  is  listed  as  GR-1 01  but  no  photo  of  the  mintmark  is  provided.  Is  it  possible 
that  Ahwash  did  see  an  1 890-S/s  dime  but  was  unable  to  have  it  photographed  at 
that  time? 

A  search  of  the  Ahwash  encyclopedia,  the  Breen  encyclopedia  and  the  Collec- 
tive Volumes  of  the  journal  produced  some  potential  insight  towards  answering 
these  questions.  If  dime  specialists  examine  the  1890-S/s  A-3  photographs  in  the 
Ahwash  encyclopedia,  it  becomes  obviousthatthe  photo  of  the  S/s  mintmark  is  not 
from  the  same  coin  as  the  full  reverse  photograph.  On  the  full  reverse  photo,  the 
mintmark  tilts  right  while  the  S/s  photo  has  the  mintmark  pointing  directly  at  12 
o'clock.  The  horizontal  placement  of  both  mintmarks  is  also  different  with  the  S/s 
mintmark  being  higher  than  the  S  mintmark  in  the  full  reverse  photo.  John 
McCloskey  also  noted  this  situation  within  his  article  in  Issue  #54  of  the  journal 
entitled  "Mintmark  Positions  for  San  Francisco  Seated  Dimes".  In  that  article, 
McCloskey  presented  a  quantitative  technique  for  the  differentiation  of  subtle 
differences  in  mintmark  positions  with  supporting  data  for  some  of  the  dime 
varieties  published  by  Ahwash.  The  table  listing  for  1890-S/s  A-3  matches  the 
mintmark  placement  for  the  full  reverse  photograph.  Interestingly,  a  photo  of  an 
1 891  -S/s  A-5  mintmark  provided  by  McCloskey  at  the  end  of  this  article  in  the  Fourth 
Collective  Volume  matches  the  1 890-S/s  mintmark  photo  presented  by  Ahwash.  A 
review  of  the  Breen  encyclopedia  reveals  thatthe  1 890-S/s  is  listed  as  variety  #3451 
with  the  same  accompanying  mintmark  photograph  used  by  Ahwash. 

From  the  above  references,  all  indications  of  the  existence  of  an  1 890-S/s  variety 
are  associated  with  the  1 891  -S/s  reverse  die  mintmark.  In  the  Ahwash  description 
of  the  1 890-S/s  variety,  he  indicates  that  the  reverse  has  "a  large  defect  at  the  base 
of  the  right  upright  of  M  in  DIME".  An  inspection  of  an  AU-55  1 891  -S/s  dime  from 
my  collection  did  reveal  a  metal  defect  on  the  base  of  the  right  upright  of  M  in  DIME. 
An  MS-62  dime  matching  the  1 890-S  A-3  full  reverse  photo  showed  no  signs  of  the 
defect  on  M  in  DIME.  One  must  conclude  that  Ahwash  saw  an  1 890-S/s  dime  from 
a  reverse  die  that  was  later  used  in  1 891  to  strike  the  A-5  variety  and  that  Ahwash 
utilized  the  1 891  -S/s  A-5  attributes  and  photos  for  both  1 890  and  1 891  listings  in  his 
book.  Does  any  Seated  dime  specialist  own  an  example  of  an  1 890-S/s  dime  with 
the  1 891  -S/s  A-5  reverse.  If  so,  please  contact  me  so  that  I  can  document  this  variety 
for  my  research  on  1890-S  dime  dies. 

Gerry  Fortin 
LSCC  #1054 
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DIMES 

1839-0 
1841 

1841-  0 

1842-  0 

1843-  0 
1848 
1849 
1849-0 
1855 
1856 
1859-0 
1862-S 
1863 
1864 
1864-S 

1866-S 

1872-  CC 

1873-  S 
1876-S 
1881 

1884-  S 

1885-  S 

1886-  S 


MS-60   $525 

AU-50,  lustrous    110 

AU-50,  open  bud   185 

NGC  AU-50,  rare  date   1100 

XF-40    440 

MS-60   510 

MS-60,  choice  for  grade   280 

Small  o,  XF-40    250 

AU-50,  well  struck   110 

Small  Date,  AU   100 

AU-50,  slate  gray  toning   135 

VF-20    135 

XF-45,  prooflike  surfaces   725 

MS-60,  condition  rarity   895 

AU-50,  sharply  struck, 

bronze  toning   325 

XF-45,  strong  strike, 

clear  mintmark   350 

XF-40,  slightly  granular   2250 

270 
175 
325 
750 
1200 
510 


AU-50,  GR-101  

MS-62  

AU-50,  moderately  toned  

MS-62,  fully  struck,  lustrous  . . . 
VF-20,  light  reverse  pin  scratches 
MS-60  


HALF  DOLLARS 


1839 
1840 

1841-  0 

1842-  0 

1844-  0 
1845 

1845-  0 
1846 

1846-  0 
1846-0 


No  Drapery,  AU-50    $1250 

Small  Letters,  AU-50    220 

AU-50,  WB-101   200 

Small  Date,  XF-40    4000 


200 
300 
95 
110 
215 

Tall  Date,  F-12,  original   330 


AU-55  

AU-50  

No  Drapery,  VF-20  

Tall  Date,  XF-40,  WB-106 
Medium  Date,  AU-50 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1847-0  AU.... 
1849-0 
1851 
1852-0 
1853 
1854-0 
1855 
1856 
1856-0 

1858-  S 
1859 

1859-  0 

1859-  S 
1860 

1860-  O 

1860-  S 

1861-  0 

1862-  S 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866-S 
1868 
1870 
1871-S 


  $240 

XF-40    97 

AU-50    725 

XF-40,  multicolored  toning   475 

Arrows  &  Rays,  XF-40,  original  .  200 

XF-40    80 

XF-40    95 

VF-20,  WB-1 03,  original   35 

XF-45,  WB-1 02,  doubled  date..  75 

AU-50    250 

MS-60,  charcoal  &  purple  toning  350 

XF-45  ANACS   98 

Large  S,  VF-30   80 

AU-50,  lustrous  &  sharp    200 

AU-50,  Type  II  reverse   155 

Large  S,  AU-50   218 

AU-50   190 

Medium S, AU-55, WB-102  ....  235 

AU-50    230 

VF-20,  original   69 

AU-50,  PCI   255 

No  Motto,  VF-20   380 

AU-50,  deeply  toned   310 

XF-40,  gold  &  gray  toning   110 

AU-50   195 

1 873-CC  NA,  VF-20,  deeply  toned   525 

1873-  S   XF-45    390 

1874-  S   Small  wide  S,  XF-40   275 

1875     AU-50,  toned    148 

1877     XF-40,  closed  bud  variety   50 

1878-CC  AU-50,  very  sharply 

struck,  toned   2950 

1883  AU-50    445 

1884  AU-50    475 

1889      XF-40    350 

1889     AU-50   415 

1891      AU-50,  strong  strike   225 


TERMS:  Personal  checks  must  clear.  15  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in 
unopened  holders.  Please  add  $4.00  for  postage  on  all  orders. 

COIN  WON  COMPANY  •  LSCC  #1283 

P.O.  Box  161  •  Buffalo,  New  York  14221 
FAX/Telephone  (716)  688-9049 
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Some  Information  on  the 
Die  Sinking  Process 

I  read  with  interest  the  article  by  Carson  Torpey  on  the  broken  stripe  or  compass 
point  reverse  in  Issue  #66  of  the  journal.  I  would  like  to  offerthefollowing  comments 
in  response  to  the  information  that  he  provided. 

First,  there  is  little  evidence  for  ring  punches.  In  his  article,  Mr.  Torpey  cited  a 
comment  by  Tom  DeLorey  from  Coin  World's  "Comprehensive  Catalog  &  Encyclope- 
dia of  United  States  Coins"  on  the  reverse  legend  ring  punch  for  the  1 857  die  trial  piece. 
In  correspondences  with  Tom,  he  stated  that  he  presented  this  comment  merely  as 
speculation.  Tom  also  made  the  point  that  he  has  not  actually  seen  the  piece. 

The  main  argument  against  ring  punches  is  a  mechanical  one  concerning  both 
the  accurate  alignment  of  such  a  punch  and  the  distortion  that  would  be  caused  to 
previously  sunk  elements.  Additionally,  the  argumentthat  such  a  punch  would  have 
saved  time  is  not  accurate.  The  time  to  create  and  harden  a  master  for  the  punch, 
to  hub  and  harden  the  punch,  and  then  to  use  this  punch  on  a  master  die  would  have 
significantly  exceeded  the  time  required  to  punch  the  elements  directly  into  the 
master  die.  It  is  also  worth  noting  that  coins  from  the  Liberty  Seated  series  and  even 
some  from  later  series  clearly  show  evidence  of  individual  punches. 

The  new  coining  and  die  making  technology  was  not  acquired  when  the  second 
mint  was  built  in  1833,  but  a  few  years  afterward,  mainly  as  a  result  of  Franklin 
Peale's  1 833-1 835  visit  to  the  European  mints  in  England,  France  and  the  German 
states.  Specifically,  Peale  brought  back  the  technology  for  hubbing  complete  dies 
which  was  first  used  on  the  1836  Reeded  Edge  half  dollar,  the  design  for  the  steam- 
powered  Thonnelier  type  press  which  was  first  used  on  1 836  Large  cents,  and  the 
portrait  lathe  which  was  imported  from  France  in  March  of  1837  and  first  used  on 
Liberty  Seated  half  dimes  and  dimes. 

The  statement  that  a  hydraulic  press  was  introduced  in  1860  is  a  misquote  of 
Taxay.  On  page  1 52  of  "The  United  States  Mint  and  Coinage",  Taxay  states:  "As  late 
as  1 860,  a  large  manually  operated  screw  press  was  used  forthis  purpose  [hubbing 
dies]  but  it  was  eventually  superseded  by  a  hydraulic  press4."  In  the  referenced 
footnote  4,  Taxay  then  states:  "The  Mint  Director's  Report  for  1893  mentions  the 
installation  of  a  hydraulic  press  to  replace  the  large  screw  press  used  to  strike 
medals(  and  apparently  proof  coins).  It  is  thus  possible  that  a  screw  press  was  used 
for  hubbing  until,  or  even  after,  this  date."  The  mint  reports  and  the  mint  records  in 
the  National  Archives  do  not  mention  the  installation  of  a  hydraulic  press  prior  to 
this.  Speculation  by  Taxay  that  a  screw  press  was  used  for  hubbing  after  the 
introduction  of  the  hydraulic  press  is  apparently  supported  by  Charles  Barber's 
monograph  on  the  manufacture  of  dies  from  the  1902  Mint  Report  in  which  he 
referred  to  the  use  of  a  screw  press  for  hubbing. 

As  for  the  broken  stripe  reverse,  I  believe  that  the  defect  is  related  to  a  change 
in  the  die  making  process,  but  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  due  to  the  cause  presented 
in  the  Torpey  article.  I  have  found  a  record  in  the  National  Archives  concerning  the 
die  sinking  process  that  offers  an  interesting  explanation,  but  I  have  yet  to  complete 
this  study.  I  hope  to  have  something  to  report  in  the  near  future. 

Craig  Sholley 
LSCC  #1081 
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FINAL  NOTICE 

Prepublication  Price 
MISPLACED  DATES  BOOK 

I  am  nearing  completion  of  a  book  on  Misplaced  Dates  for  all  series 
in  which  they  appear  on  United  States  coins.  This  is  a  whole  new  area 
of  numismatics  and  I  will  print  only  500  to  1000  softbound  copies  and 
50  hardbound  copies.  This  book  will  be  printed  in  May  of  1997  and 
contains  over  500  pages  with  400  MPDs,  most  of  which  have  never  been 
published  before.  The  regular  price  for  a  softbound  copy  is  $54.95,  the 
prepublication  price  is  $35.00.  Each  MPD  variety  will  include  an  obverse/ 
reverse  photo,  date  photo,  close-up  of  the  MPD,  rarity  information, 
detailed  diagnostics,  premium  factor,  die  counts  when  known  and 
much  more. 

There  are  many  theories  on  how  MPDs  occurred.  Using  all  information 
and  resources  available,  each  theory  will  be  evaluated.  About  100 
pages  in  the  book  will  be  used  to  present  all  arguments,  evidence  and 
research.  Information  on  over  400  MPDs  is  already  included  in  this 
book,  including  180  Indian  cents,  10  two  cent  pieces,  10  three  cent 
nickels,  11  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes,  33  Liberty  Seated  dimes,  19 
Barber  dimes,  3  Liberty  Seated  quarters,  52  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars, 
1 1  Morgan  dollars  and  many  others. 

Experts  in  each  series  have  been  consulted  to  make  sure  that  the 
information  on  each  MPD  is  as  accurate  and  complete  as  possible. 
Indian  cents  were  reviewed  by  Marvin  Erickson  and  Larry  Steve,  two 
cent  pieces  by  Alan  Meghrig.  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes  were  done  by 
Steve  Crain,  Liberty  Seated  dimes  by  Gerry  Fortin  with  help  from  Dr.  Tim 
Cook,  Liberty  Seated  quarters  and  dollars  by  Larry  Briggs  and  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollars  by  Dick  Osburn.  All  of  these  experts  have  researched 
their  seriesfor  years  and  have  supplied  most  of  the  MPD  varieties  which 
were  photographed  for  the  book. 

Regular  price  for  the  book  will  be  $54.95  for  softbound  copies,  $95.00 
for  hardbound  copies.  Prepublication  price  is  $35.00 for  softbound  copies, 
$85.00  for  hardbound  copies  plus  $5.00  for  postage  &  handling.  The 
prepublication  price  offer  will  end  with  the  printing  of  the  book.  To  reserve 
a  copy  of  this  limited  edition  book,  send  a  check  or  money  order  to: 

Kevin  Flynn  •  P.O.  Box  538  •  Rancocas,  NJ  08073. 
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An  1888  Dime  with  a 
Misplaced  Digit  in  the  Shield 

by 

Larry  Rausch 

I  would  like  to  report  that  I  acquired  an  1888  dime  in  AU-50  condition  with  a 
misplaced  digit  in  the  shield  from  Chris  Pilliod  at  the  1995  ANA  Convention  in 
Anaheim.  The  photograph  shows  a  misplaced  8  cutting  through  the  7th  and  8th 
vertical  stripes  in  the  obverse  shield.  The  lower  arc  of  an  8  can  be  seen  running 
through  these  two  stripes  and  extending  out  toward  the  right  edge  of  the  shield. 

The  date  on  this  coin  is  centered  in  the  field  with  the  1  and  the  final  8  equally 
spaced  between  the  base  of  the  rock  and  the  denticles.  The  date  has  shield  position 
SP-7  and  denticle  ruler  measurement  DR-OR. 

This  coin  shows  no  die  cracks  on  eitherthe  obverse  orthe  reverse.  It  should  also 
be  mentioned  that  a  second  example  of  this  variety  was  also  seen  in  Anaheim. 


1888  Dime  with  Misplaced 
Digit  in  Shield 


43 


A  Late  Die  State  1840-O  V-10  Half  Dime 


by 

Jack  Marston 

On  September  16,  1996  I  attended  the  auction  held  by  Superior  Stamp  &  Coin 
Company  in  hopes  of  purchasing  the  1 840-O  Medium  O  half  dime  described  in  Lot 
#41 4  of  their  sale.  I  recognized  this  coin  as  an  uncirculated  example  of  the  newly 
identified  V-10  variety  that  was  described  in  the  last  issue  of  the  journal.  It  turned  out 
that  the  coin  was  purchased  by  a  dealer  who  sent  it  to  NGC,  where  it  was  graded 
MS-63.  I  called  Susie  Konos  at  Superior  Galleries  and  let  her  know  that  I  was  an 
interested  buyer  of  the  coin.  She  contacted  the  dealer  who  purchased  the  coin  at 
the  sale  and  arranged  for  me  to  buy  it. 

This  example  of  the  1840-O  V-10  half  dime  is  in  a  later  die  state  than  other 
specimens  that  have  been  examined.  A  list  of  the  die  cracks  on  the  reverse  of  this 
coin  are  as  follows: 

1 .  Rim  through  U  of  UNITED,  through  leaf  tip,  through  berry  and  on  to  D  in  DIME, 
through  the  IME  and  out  through  both  right  corners  of  E,  with  the  top  branch 
going  into  a  leaf  cluster  and  the  bottom  branch  going  to  a  berry. 

2.  Rim  through  D  in  UNITED  to  leaf  cluster. 

3.  Rim  through  first  T  in  STATES,  through  two  berries  and  down  to  top  of  A  in  HALF 
and  through  the  L  and  bottom  of  F  to  a  berry,  out  the  top  left  corner  of  F,  across 
field  to  tip  of  leaf  cluster  below  the  second  T  in  STATES. 

4.  Faint  crack  from  second  T  of  STATES  to  leaf  cluster. 

5.  From  bottom  of  E  to  bottom  of  second  S  in  STATES. 

6.  Rim  toO  in  OF. 


Late  Die  State  1840-O  V-10  Half  Dime 
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7.  Rim  to  F  in  OF  to  a  berry. 

8.  Rim  to  first  A  in  AMERICA  through  leaf  cluster  to  right  top  corner  of  F  in  HALF. 

9.  Rim  to  M  in  AMERICA  through  to  a  berry. 

1 0.  Rim  to  right  top  of  E  in  AMERICA  through  to  leaf  cluster. 

1 1 .  Rim  to  top  of  I  in  AMERICA,  out  both  sides  of  the  bottom,  one  going  to  the 
wreath  stem,  the  other  going  to  a  berry. 

1 2.  Rim  to  second  A  in  AMERICA  through  to  leaf  cluster. 

1 3.  Rim  through  right  bottom  ribbon  and  out  top  of  left  ribbon  loop  up  to  bottom 
of  D  in  DIME,  then  out  left  bottom  of  D,  through  leaf  cluster  up  through  a  berry 
and  then  back  to  the  H  in  HALF. 


von 


LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS  FOR  SALE 


SEATED  DOLLARS 

1854  PCI  AU-50,  repaired  in  reverse  field   $3400 

1858  PCI  PR-58    6000 

1861  PCI  AU-58,  cleaned,  looks  uncirculated   1000 

1871-  CC  PCI  VF-20,  cleaned   3400 

1872-  S  PCI  XF-45,  cleaned   1000 

1873-  CC  PCI  F-12,  surface  damage   2750 


Other  Seated  dollars  available.  Complete  set  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes  available. 
Complete  set  of  Liberty  Seated  quarters  without  1873-CC  NA  available. 

Send  inquiries  to: 

Seated  Material 

P.O.  Box  5367 
Lima,  Ohio  45802 


45 


Rotated  Reverse  1849-0  Half  Dollars 

It  is  well  known  among  Seated  half  dollar  collectors  that  the  1849-0  half  dollar 
comes  with  a  rotated  reverse  and  that  this  coin  is  one  of  the  interesting  errors 
produced  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint.  In  fact,  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert  list 
multiple  reverse  rotations  for  the  1 849-0  half  dollar  in  their  book  on  the  Seated  half 
dollar  series.  Still  they  mention  nothing  about  die  varieties  for  this  error  coin  in  their 
description  of  this  variety. 

Recently,  Garrison  Arey  sent  me  a  picture  of  an  1849-0  half  dollar  with  the 
reverse  rotated  clockwise  by  about  80  degrees.  This  coin  grades  XF-45  and  is  a  nice 
example  of  a  rotated  reverse  error.  Inspection  of  this  picture  led  me  to  identify  a 
heavy  die  crack  that  runs  prominently  through  the  reverse  of  this  coin.  This  crack 
runs  from  the  rim  through  the  second  A  in  AMERICA,  through  the  field  and  on 
through  the  wing  to  the  right  side  of  the  reverse  shield.  It  is  difficult  to  tell  whether 
the  crack  continues  further  into  the  reverse  since  the  defect  would  be  hidden  in  the 
shield  lines. 

I  talked  to  Bill  Bugert  about  the  die  crack  that  I  had  observed  on  this  coin  and  he 
told  me  that  not  all  1849-0  half  dollars  with  rotated  reverses  have  this  defect.  We 
thus  have  an  error  coin  with  varieties  and  no  information  on  the  relative  rarity  of  these 
varieties.  I  would  like  to  address  this  situation  by  asking  club  members  to  report  any 
examples  of  the  1 849-0  half  dollar  that  they  own  with  a  rotated  reverse. 

The  information  that  I  would  like  to  request  can  be  provided  by  responding  to  the 
questions  below: 

1 .  Does  your  1 849-0  rotated  reverse  half  dollar  have  the  die  crack  on  the  reverse 
as  described  in  this  article?  If  yes,  how  strong  is  this  crack  and  how  far  does 
it  extend  into  the  reverse  of  your  coin? 

2.  Does  your  1 849-0  rotated  reverse  half  dollar  have  any  other  visible  die  cracks 
on  the  reverse?  If  yes,  describe  their  location  and  strength  on  the  reverse. 

3.  The  mintmark  on  the  pictured  specimen  is  located  high  in  the  field  and  is  slightly 
left  of  being  centered  under  the  crotch  between  the  branch  and  feather  tip.  The 
left  edge  of  the  O  mintmark  is  over  the  right  edge  of  the  upright  of  the  F  and  the 
right  edge  of  the  mintmark  is  over  the  space  between  the  F  and  D.  Does  your 
1 849-0  rotated  reverse  half  dollar  have  this  same  mintmark  placement?  If  not, 
describe  the  placement  of  the  mintmark  on  your  coin. 

4.  Is  the  reverse  of  your  1 849-0  half  dollar  rotated  clockwise  or  counterclockwise 
when  flipped  over  from  top  to  bottom?  Give  the  direction  and  the  approximate 
number  of  degrees  of  rotation  for  your  coin. 

5.  What  is  the  numerical  grade  of  your  rotated  reverse  1 849-0  half  dollar? 


1849-0  Rotated  Reverse  Half  Dollar  with  Reverse  Die  Crack 
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Send  all  information  gathered  in  this  study  to  the  editor  of  the  journal.  I  will 
summarize  the  information  that  is  provided  on  all  of  the  rotated  reverse  coins  that 
are  reported.  I  will  make  an  effort  to  analyze  the  information  provided  and  report  any 
patterns  that  are  observed  as  a  result  of  this  study.  At  the  very  least  this  study  will 
provide  information  on  the  relative  rarity  of  the  varieties  of  this  error  coin  and  identify 
the  rotational  positions  for  these  coins. 

The  Editor 


LSCC  Members  Meet  at  1997  FUN  Convention 

A  meeting  of  LSCC  was  held  at  the  FUN  Convention  in  Orlando,  Florida  at  9AM 
on  Friday  January  1 0, 1 997.  There  were  approximately  40  members  present  as  well 
as  visitors  in  attendance  from  coastto  coast.  The  meeting  was  presided  over  by  club 
Vice  President  Larry  Briggs.  It  was  announced  that  the  new  Collective  Volume 
Number  Four  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  is  currently  available  for  purchase  by 
interested  collectors  and  dealers  at  the  established  price  of  $44  postpaid.  Copies 
of  the  volume  may  be  purchased  directly  from  club  President  John  McCloskey  or 
they  may  be  ordered  through  dealers  Larry  Briggs  of  Lima,  Ohio  or  Brian  Greer  of 
Lakewood,  Colorado.  It  was  also  announced  that  Dick  Osburn  currently  has 
available  an  index  of  articles  that  have  appeared  in  all  67  issues  of  the  journal  on 
CD-Rom.  Copies  of  this  index  can  be  purchased  from  Dick  Osburn  of  Kemah, 
Texas.  It  was  also  announced  that  Kevin  Flynn  has  been  working  on  a  book  on 
Misplaced  Digits  with  contributions  on  the  Liberty  Seated  series  being  made  by  club 
specialists.  This  book  will  be  available  for  purchase  by  interested  collectors  later 
this  spring.  There  was  also  a  discussion  of  pieces  to  be  offered  for  sale  in  the 
upcoming  Eliasberg  Sale  of  Twenty  Cent  Pieces  through  Dollars  with  many  rare 
dates  being  offered  in  previously  unknown  conditions. 

It  was  announced  that  PCI  is  now  doing  attributions  for  their  Signature  Series  with 
Larry  Briggs  as  their  attributor.  It  was  also  noted  that  several  people  have  contacted 
Larry  over  the  last  several  months  to  determine  his  interest  in  updating  the  material 
in  the  Walter  Breen  Encyclopedia. 

On  the  bourse  floor  at  the  convention  there  seemed  to  be  a  lack  of  rare  dates  and 
varieties,  but  there  were  plenty  of  collectors  and  investors  ready  to  purchase  any 
choice  pieces  thatthey  could  find.  The  biggest  complaint  from  collectors  was  a  lack 
of  quality  collector  coins. 

Overall  the  1997  FUN  Convention  was  one  of  the  best  ever.  Interest  in  Liberty 
Seated  coins  remains  high  with  the  club  providing  opportunities  for  collectors  and 
dealers  to  present  new  research  on  these  beautiful  coins  of  the  last  century. 

Happy  New  Year  with  good  luck  to  all  for  a  great  1 997! 

Larry  Briggs 
Vice  President  LSCC 
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Larry  <Briggs  . . .  Liberty  Seated  Specialist,  and  (PCI  Coin 
grading  Service  are  offering  you  —  tfie  collector  and 
investor  —  an  extraordinary  unique  &  valuable 
opportunity  to  increase  the  collector  standing  of  your  coins! 

"What  Setter way  to  have  your  Liberty  Seated  Coins  attributed  than 
by  the  person  who  has  had  an  unending  love  affair  with  Liberty  Seated 
Coins,  and  wrote  the  Sook^  "Liberty  Seated  Quarters"  .  .  .  Mr.  Larry 
'Briggsl  He  has  dedicatedmore  than  two-thirds  of  his  life  to  the  research, 
designation,  attribution  and  refinement  of  Seated  Coinage,  and  is 
considered  to  be  one  of  the  best  attributors  in  the  trade. 

flhe  years  Mr.  Griggs  spent  and  continues  to  spend  on  research,  his 
individual  knowledge,  sIq.11  and  practical  application  of  industry 
standards  can  now  be  yours1.  These  features  and  benefits  will  be  directly 
applied  to  your  unique  coin(s)  when  you  submit  them  to  TCI  Coin 
grading,  Authentication,  and 'Encapsulation  Service. 


Your  coin(s)  will  be  returned  to  you  in  a  "SIGNATURE  SERIES"  holder.  The  Exclusive  Signature  of 
'Larry  Briggs'  will  be  shown  right  on  the  label,  along  with  a  consensus  grade  and  any  other  designa- 
tion that  might  apply  to  your  coin(s).  The  "SIGNATURE  SERIES"  holder  is  distinguished  by  a  special 
"printer's  ink"  lavender  color  and  is  unmistakable  among  an  infinite  sea  of  mundane  slabs. 


Always  a  special  treasure  from  TCI . . .  your  Coin  Qrading, 
Authentication  &  Encapsulation  Service. 


(PUASt  PHKT  CLEARLT) 


Regular  "Signature  Series"  Service  Price  —  $18°°  per  coin 
SPECIAL  PRICE  for  GOBRECHT  JOURNAL  SUBSCRIBERS  —  *1 500  per  coin 


Total  Coins  Enclosed  @  $15.00  each  =  $_ 

Insurance  Fees  (See  Chart)        @  $ 


We  offer  our  clients  a  choice  of  "Registered  U.S.  Mail"  or 
"2"  Day  Federal  Express"  at  no  extra  charge. 
Pleasa  use  the  rates  listed  in  the  Coin  Insurance 
&  Return  Shipping  Chart  for  either  service. 

Please  specify  delivery  preference: 
l  i  Federal  Express     U.S.  Mail 

NAME    COIKS  ARE  ONLY INSURED  FOR  THE  "OWNER'S  DECLARED  VALUE" 

i  THE  FEE  ACTUALLY  PAID. 


PGJ      Total  Amount  Enclosed  $ 


PROCESSING  TIME  mil  VARY 
AVERAGE  RETURN  DELIVERY  IS  THREE  TO  FOUR  WEEKS. 


ADDRESS 


COIN  INSURANCE  &  RETURN  SHIPPING  FEES 


CITY   STATE   ZIP 

DAY  PHONE    EVE  PHONE   


CREDIT  CARD  *   EXP  DATE  _/  [_ 

CARD  HOLDER'S  SIGNATURE   


S     0  00  to  $  100  .  $  6.75 

S  100.01  to  $  500  «  $  770 

$  500.01  to  $1000  >  $  7  88 

$1000  01  to  $2000  •  $  8  55 

$2000  01  to  $3000  •  t  9.23 

$3000  01  to  $4000  ■  $  9.90 

$4000  01  to  $5000  •  $10.58 

$5000  01  to  $6000  *  $11  25 


$  6000.01  to  $  7000  ■  $11  93 

$  7000.01  to  S  8000  =  $12  60 

$  8000.01  to  $  9000  .  $13.28 

$  9000.01  to  $10,000  •  $13 .95 

$10,000  01  to  $15,000  ■  $17  95 

$15.000  01  to  $20,000  ■  $21  95 

$20,000.01  to  $22,000  •  $24  95 

$22,000  01  to  $25.000  ;  $28  75 


WBffl"^W  *     —   A  Professional  Coin  Information,  Grading, 
M    ^ /M  Encapsulation  A  Authentication  Service 

P.O.  Box  8609  ■  Chattanooga,  TN  37414 
Our  Corporate  Office  Has  Moved  ■  Please  Call  For  Our  Street  Address 
As  Applicable  For  Federal  Express  or  United  Parcel  Service  Delivery 

1-800-277-2646 
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Another  Example  of  1876  WB-106 
Half  Dollar  Identified 

Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  an  1 876  WB-1 06  half  dollar  with  the  remains  of  four 
digits  from  an  earlier  date  punch  clearly  visible  through  the  center  of  the  date  on  this 
coin.  This  picture  was  sent  in  by  Matt  G.  Juppo  of  Washington  and  clearly  shows 
the  identifying  features  of  this  interesting  variety.  The  discovery  coin  of  this  variety 
was  described  in  Issue  #54  of  the  journal  and  also  in  the  Wiley-Bugert  reference 
book  on  the  Seated  half  dollar  series. 

Mr.  Juppo  indicated  that  he  had  purchased  this  coin  for  a  1 9th  Century  type 
set  in  1 979  at  a  local  coin  shop  in  the  Seattle  area.  The  coin  remained  in  this  set 
for  many  years  without  his  ever  noticing  the  spectacular  error  characteristics  in 
the  date.  Then  in  1995  he  purchased  a  Cherrypicker's  Guide  and  examined  the 
coins  in  his  collection  for  unusual  die  varieties.  This  is  when  he  discovered  the 
extra  digits  in  the  date  on  his  coin.  He  sentthe  coin  to  J.T.  Stanton  who  properly 
identified  it  as  the  WB-1 06  variety  of  this  year  and  provided  the  photograph  that 
appears  with  this  article. 

Mr.  Juppo  said  that  he  is  pleased  to  have  an  example  of  such  a  rare  and 
interesting  variety  in  his  modest  collection  of  1 9th  century  coins.  He  is  amazed  that 
his  coin  is  over  1 20  years  old  and  that  this  variety  has  been  known  for  only  a  few 
years.  This  example  only  goes  to  show  that  there  are  still  many  interesting  and 
unusual  varieties  that  have  received  little  attention  from  collectors  during  the  many 
years  since  Liberty  Seated  coins  were  struck  for  circulation. 

The  Editor 


1876  WB-106  Half  Dollar  with  Repunched  Date 
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A  Matching  Set  of  Love  Tokens 


by 

Carl  C.  Honore 

Love  tokens  are  altered  coins  of  silver  or  gold  with  one  or  both  sides  planed  off, 
and  either  initialed  or  illustrated  with  a  scene  engraved  into  the  surface  of  the  coin 
with  a  penknife.  Most  of  the  love  tokens  that  I  have  seen  have  been  made  from 
Liberty  Seated  coinage,  with  designs  engraved  on  the  reverse  only.  Although  dimes 
were  most  often  used,  I  have  seen  pieces  with  designs  engraved  on  quarters  and 
half  dollars. 

Box  dollars  are  silver  dollars  that  have  been  hollowed  out  to  form  lockets.  These 
pieces  also  fit  into  the  category  of  love  tokens.  It  is  known  that  prisoners  in  Mexican 
jails  made  pieces  like  these  for  sale  as  gifts.  Strictly  speaking,  love  tokens  are 


Love  Tokens  Made  from  1875  and  1883  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 
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considered  exonumia,  an  area  of  collecting  similar  to  but  outside  the  umbrella  of 
numismatics.  However,  I  recently  had  a  rather  unusual  experience  which  led  to  my 
purchasing  two  of  these  interesting  tokens. 

I  often  frequent  the  local  antique  shops  in  search  of  coins  and  tokens,  since  there 
are  not  a  lot  of  coin  dealers  in  the  area  where  I  live.  In  May  of  1 994, 1  was  browsing 
through  an  antique  shop  in  Port  Angeles,  Washington  when  I  came  across  an  1 883 
Liberty  Seated  dime  grading  at  least  VF.  The  price  was  $1 .00. 1  looked  at  the  coin, 
turned  it  over  and  recognized  it  to  be  a  love  token.  I  had  seen  these  pieces  at  coin 
shows  but  didn't  own  one,  so  I  bought  it. 

About  a  year  and  a  half  later,  I  was  browsing  through  the  same  shop  and  again 
I  saw  a  Liberty  Seated  dime,  grading  about  Fine.  This  one  was  dated  1 875  and  it  was 
also  priced  at  a  dollar.  Sure  enough,  it  was  a  love  token,  and  the  design  looked 
similar  to  the  one  I  had  seen  earlier.  I  bought  it,  and  upon  comparing  the  two  pieces, 
I  saw  at  once  that  the  designs  were  close  enough  alike  to  make  a  matched  set! 

Both  of  these  love  tokens  were  looped  for  suspension  on  a  chain,  however  the 
loop  on  the  1 883  token  has  broken  off.  The  designs,  though  similar,  are  not  exactly 
the  same.  The  border  on  the  1 883  piece  is  wider,  and  the  initials,  C  A  C  are  thicker. 
Although  both  dimes  undoubtedly  circulated  at  the  same  time,  I  feel  that  they  were 
made  independently  of  each  other.  In  any  event,  this  is  the  first  time  that  I  have  ever 
seen  two  of  them  of  the  same  design.  It  is  well  known  that  love  tokens  are  largely 
individual  pieces  that  are  unique  in  design. 

It  is  believed  to  be  rare  for  lightning  to  strike  twice  in  the  same  place.  However 
finding  these  pieces  in  the  same  place  at  two  different  times  certainly  qualifies  as 
such  an  event.  Just  finding  two  pieces  of  the  same  design  was  an  unusual  and 
interesting  occurrence.  For  further  information  consult  the  following  reference: 

Doty,  Richard  G.  -  The  Macmillian  Encyclopedic  Dictionary  of  Numismatics, 
Macmilllian  Publishing,  1982. 


LSCC  Spring  Regional  Meeting 

LSCC  will  hold  a  regional  meeting  of  the  club  at  the  Central  States  Convention 
that  will  be  held  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana  from  April  11-13,1 997.  The  club  meeting 
will  be  held  at  9:00AM  on  Friday,  April  11,1 997.  The  location  of  the  meeting  will  be 
listed  in  the  Convention  program. 

The  purpose  of  this  meeting  will  be  to  provide  LSCC  members  with  an  opportu- 
nity to  discuss  Seated  coinage  and  to  present  information  on  future  club  activities. 
You  might  want  to  use  this  meeting  as  an  opportunity  to  show  other  club  members 
interesting  or  unusual  Seated  coins  that  you  have  purchased  over  the  years.  Copies 
of  Collective  Volume  Number  Four  will  be  available  for  review  and  purchase  at  the 
meeting. 

The  24th  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  106th 
Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  this  summer  in 
New  York  City.  Further  details  on  this  meeting  will  be  announced  in  future 
publications  by  the  club. 

The  Editor 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 

I  would  like  to  suggest  that  we  conduct  another  LSCC  member  survey  on  Liberty 
Seated  dollars.  It  has  been  eight  years  since  the  last  survey  in  1989.  At  this  point 
there  should  be  many  new  members  who  did  not  participate  in  the  earlier  survey  and 
I  am  sure  that  many  of  the  old  members  have  added  new  coins  to  their  holdings. 
Maybe  we  can  get  a  better  picture  of  the  availability  of  the  many  rare  dates  in  the 
series  as  well  as  obtain  new  information  on  varieties  and  hoards  that  are  owned  by 
club  members. 

Joe  Trezza 
LSCC  #885 

I  recently  received  the  diskette  of  the  Gobrecht  Microsoft  Excel  Database  from 
Dick  Osburn  and  believe  that  he  did  a  great  job  in  the  preparation  of  this  material. 
With  more  than  3000  lines  of  data,  I  was  easily  able  to  find  reference  to  any  article 
by  denomination,  date,  author,  issue  or  title.  The  SORT  file  is  exactly  what  I  needed 
to  find  all  of  the  information  published  on  a  specific  coin  in  the  series.  I  have  already 
used  the  database  to  find  all  of  the  information  published  on  the  1876-CC  Trade 
dollar  with  the  Doubled  Die  Reverse  and  it  was  very  helpful  to  know  which  articles 
contained  pictures  of  this  variety. 

I  believe  that  Dick  Osburn  has  done  a  great  service  for  LSCC  and  all  collectors 
of  Liberty  Seated  coins  with  the  preparation  of  this  database. 

Michael  S.  Fey 
LSCC  #1517 

I  recently  located  an  1 853  half  dollar  in  a  VF  grade  with  possible  misplaced  digits 
in  the  base  of  the  rock.  There  appear  to  be  remains  of  extra  digits  in  the  rock  over 
the  8  and  the  3  in  the  date.  I  recently  submitted  this  coin  to  Bill  Fivaz  for  an  opinion. 
He  indicated  that  the  extra  segments  could  be  the  remains  of  earlier  digits  but  that 
he  would  need  a  coin  in  a  better  grade  or  one  in  an  earlier  die  state  to  be  certain  of 
this  identification.  Does  any  club  member  have  an  example  of  this  variety  that  will 
confirm  this  finding? 

Lynn  Ourso 
LSCC  #1676 

I  would  like  to  report  finding  examples  of  some  important  varieties  in  the  Seated 
half  dollar  series  in  recent  months.  Shortly  after  leaving  the  ANA  Convention  in 
Anaheim  I  stopped  to  see  a  local  dealer  and  found  an  1 877  half  dollar  with  the  Type 
1  reverse  in  AG  condition.  This  coin  is  in  a  low  grade  but  it  is  an  example  of  a  very 
rare  variety.  Two  weeks  later  I  located  an  1 876-S  half  dollar  with  the  Type  2  reverse 
in  an  AU/UNC  grade.  In  the  Wiley-Bugert  book  on  Seated  half  dollars  this  variety  is 
listed  with  a  recut  mintmark.  My  piece  has  the  recut  mintmark  but  it  also  has  the  76 
in  the  date  recut. 

A  few  days  after  finding  these  pieces  I  was  going  through  a  junk  box  and  found 
an  1 873  No  Arrows  Open  3  half  dollar  in  Good.  Then  most  recently  I  found  an  1 875 
half  dollar  with  a  recut  5  in  the  date  in  VF  condition.  These  finds  only  demonstrate 
that  the  collector  with  a  sharp  eye  can  still  find  rare  and  important  coins  if  he  will  take 
the  time  to  study  the  coins  that  he  encounters  at  shows  and  coin  stores. 

Robert  Clark 
LSCC  #656 
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«  MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

Libcrt!*  Seated  Collectors  Club 

M 

NAME   - 

ADDRESS 


CITY  STATE  ZIP 


SIGNATURE  DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $1 5.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $15.00  to: 
Scott  Grieb    •    P.O.  Box  776 


J  I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □       DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □  i 

i 

I  YOU  MAY  □       MAY  NOT  □  t 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS.  ] 
»  I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □  < 

QUARTERS  □  HALF  DOLLARS  □        DOLLARS  □  ALL  SEATED  □  1 


Crystal  Lake,  Illinois  60039-0776 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnec- 
essary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  change  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1866-S  No  Motto 
Half  Dollar 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating 
it  on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


